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Diſcord rages, and accompanyed by Revenge, 
goes to the Alps, where ſhe orders Revenge 
with her torch io kindle up a war, Re- 
venge ſetting about it, her torch unhar- 
Tours a flag, which flraightway betakes 
i ſelf to flight; the Romans purſue the 
flag; a body of German hunters obſerving 
it, fall on the Romans. After a ſmart 
ſrirmiſh the Germans obtain the advan- 
tage. Arminius mcunts his horſe, and 
puts a ſtep to their untimely ardour. His 
men aſhamed, and the day being now come 
on, haſten to the field of battle and aſſiſi the 
wounded. Arminius /aments the conſe- 
quences of ambition. Tarpeius and Ma- 
rius, as Roman deputies, haughtily de- 
mand ſatisfa.7im, Arminius expreſſes bis 
cencern for what had happened. Tarpeius 
threatens; at which Arminius renounces 
the alliance, Siegmar makes his ſon vc b 
a perpetual enmity againſt the Romans. 
They burn their ſlain, Arminius de/- 
Patches Brenno to 1b Catti, who meets 
them en the road. n 
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EL L Diſcord now again collects her 

baneful powers; at the ſound of her 
foot Tartarus itſelf ſhook through all its 
depths; a Jurid gleam broke through the 
horrid darkneſs, and the infernal ſpirits 
fly appalled at their own fuliginous ſtreams; 
all hell is thrown into conſternation, leſt 
a flood of light ſhould pervade their dreary 
manſions, and the regions of fin and pu- 
niſhment be laid open to heaven's wrath- 
ful eye. The ſound of the monſter's foot / 
was accompanyed with a horrid roar, in- 
} . voking 
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voking Revenge to her aid, who with glad- 

ſome ſpeed iſſued forth from the abyſs, as 

NE tn We ſummons to 7 7 80 . 


The two * TORY, in a fable cloud 
through the whizzing air, haſten to a pro- 
minent part of the Alps, from whence 
Diſcord, with a troubled eye, beholds the. 

two camps, and diſcovers her favourite Se- 
gelbes confined,. that favourite from whom 
ſhe had conceived ſuch extenſive hopes ! 
Irritating fight; at the groan it raiſed in 
her breaft the Alps ſhook, and the facred 
fame of Veſta quivering died away. The 
| traitor, heard the dreadful noiſe ; it rejoiced 
His heart; he knew the fury's voice, and 
that ſhe raged at his confinement. The 
thought ſuſpended all ſenſe of his woe, be- 
ing confident within himſelf of ſpeedy rejiet 
* her devices. 1 


e Site | aid: the- PIETY 0 who 
5. like me deligbteſt in blood, and whom 
I own not infetiour in the effuſion of it, 
4 e 
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4 nor in wars and maſſacres; great Hi 
< have my convulſed mind formed: haſte 
then, and hurl thy blazing torch into 
the wood where the ardent Cheruſci are 
„ encamped, and from a: ſtag ſhall ariſe 
6 deſirable events, battle, flaughter,. and 
„ ravage; Rome and Germany, the world 
* itſelf ſhall be ſhaken from its founda · 
* tions, our joys ſhall increaſe to ſatiety,” 
And now inſtant flew the fatal torch through 
the crackling branches,” while the ſacred 
oaks tremble at the flame, and the whole 
foreſt reſounds with a lugubrious noiſe; 
the torch's ſmokey blaze rouſes a branched 
ſtag from its covert, which ſtraightway 
flies the ſuppoſed danger. A Roman re- 
Joicing at the fight, purſues the frighted 
beaſt ſhouting, and pierces into the grove 
which no foreign foot had ever before vio⸗ 


lated; and his preſumptuous ſteps are fol- | 


lowed by whole troops of Romans, pour- 
: ing g forth ſhouts of equal eagerneſs. 
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The exulting goddeſs now ſounds a 
charge; fury and revenge rage in the en- 
kindled battle; for the raſhneſs of the Ro- 
mans being obſerved by a body of German 
hunters, theſe impetuouſly purſue them in 
their turn ; the ground trembles under the 
foaming ſteeds, till the Germans joined them; 
the whole. grove becomes one 3 


field of ſlaughter. 


The ear informs the Romans of their ra- 
pid approach, but clouds of duſt ſo obſcu- 


red their ſight, that the firſt perfect notice 


they received of the enemy was by heavy 
firokes on all ſides, which mowed down 
their ſhining ranks: as a ſtream ruſhing from 
the mountains, with a ſounding fall, carries 
before it dams, trees, cattle, and cotta- 
ges in its foaming courſe ; ſo poured down 


| Germania's brave ſons on the ſurpriſed Ro- 
man, nor could their knotty clubs, ſteel, 


and art, withſtand their force, Funnibald 


firſt lays Quintus on the ground; Quintus 


who had eyed his ſavage garb with diſdain- 
7 l 5 ſul 
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ful look, and his gorgeous ſword becomes 
the ſpoil of the warriour whom he had de- 
ſpiſed. The next who fell beneath his 
redoubted club was the perfumed - Sextus, 
ill qualifyed to figure it in the duſty field: 
the beauteous Camillus fled to avoid the 
impending blow; but VWunnibald, ſwift as 
brave, cut ſhort his blooming liſe: had 
the glittering blade never ſeduced thy ſight, 
had not the love of fame ſwelled thy ar- 
dent heart, had thy white hand never re- 
joiced to wield the ſpear, nor thy youth- 
ful vanity ſmiled at the plumed helmet, 
then, hapleſs youth, hadſt thou been placed | 
amid the aſſemblies of Rome's ſmiling ma- 
trons as their idol, their lover; then might- 
eſt thou have conſecrated. thy delicate beau- 
ty at Cytherea's ſhrine, but now thy blocd 
diſtains the German ground, and thou pe- 
riſheſt without having acquired that fame 
which engaged thee in the hazardous toils 
of war, | | 


Bi Other 


ſeen to impregnate it with a poiſon caught 
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Other warriours of leſſer note, ION 
Y 4 revenge, or a thirſt of fame, dare to en- 
counter the ſlaughtering champion, and fall 
in the attempt. Ere his naked arm wielded 
the blood-ſtained club, Diſcord had been 


from hell, what time the infernal ſpirits 
feared their abyſs was to be laid open to 
the blaze of day; and ſo powerful was the 
venom of it, that it emitted death before 
the nervous arm had ſtruck. 
In robuſt Sunno's hands ſparkles a huge 
firebrand; dreadful its ravages amidſt the 
purple, gold, and plumes of the luxurious 
Romans clubs and firebrands, with ſwords, 
javelins, flaves and axes claſh in the wild 
conteſt, and numberleſs the heroes who fall 
undiſtinguiſhed in the cloudy war; num- 
berleſs the heroick deeds that ſenk into ob- 


livioo, unſung by the deathleſs mule, 


6 See 
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dee Diſcord now flies from rank to rank, 
while death follows cloſe behind with his 
buſy ſithe; ſo compact is the engagement, 
that it leaves no room for timid flight; nor 
was there more ſafety in flying than in the 
generous combat. No ſigns of faintneſs 
were yet ſeen in either. hoſt, emulous to 
maintain national renown, and national 
hatred not the leaſt of their impulſes. Re- 
venge and Diſcord allo ſtimulate every heart; 
each warriour exults at a foe who falls by 
his hand, as at a ſacrifice to his country, 
when Arminius appears on horſeback, to 
cloſe this ſcene of ſudden 9 = 


From the Ciba leader's oye iſſues forth 


a ray expreſſive of his ſpirit, and which, 
amidft the confuſion and horrour of battle, 


never kindled into a glare, his ſoul being 
calm and ſerene in native valour, and in 
a confidence in the gods, who are ever 
Propitious to the aſſertors of juſtice and of 
natural liberty; of liberty, next to reaſon, 
the 
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the moſt precious of their gifts. The pre- 
cipitate behaviour of the Germans, on this 
occaſion, diſpleaſed him; the offenſe, he 


thought, too flight to be avenged with ; 
blood, and wiſhed the firſt inſult to have 


come from the Romans, 
the Cheruſci to retreat; on which Diſcord 
darted at him an inflamed look, and flew 
in deſpair to the firey abyſs, firſt, with ſa- 
vage triumph, pointing at the mangled car- 


Arminius orders 


caſſes which covered the field. The Gere | 


man leader withdraws his men, their dar- 
ing valour unpraiſed, and unblamed their 
temerity; a ſilent chagrin alone clouded 
his amiable countenance, to his men the 
keeneſt reproof, who now followed abaſhed, 


as conſcious of their miſconduct, and ſelf. 
diſpleaſed and curſing the innocent ſtag, 


they hide themſelves in their Nuts, where 
domeſtick ſweets ſcarce compoſe their agi 
tated minds, ſo great their concern at of. 


ſending their idoliſed 12 | 
| * | Now 


3 
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Now night invites to kindly. repoſe, re- 
poſe ſo much ſweeter aſter the tumults of 
the day; the ſoldiery ſleep, but various 
thoughts keep the general waking; one 
while he ſees Varus enraged at the ſlaughter 
of his men ſo unjuſtly attacked, next he 
wiſhes for a deciſive aQion, and with de- 
light plans the conduct of it; then grieved 
that the Chauci and Catti delay to join him; 
amidft all theſe ſolicitudes his wearyed eye - 
lids are cloſed in ſleep, but ſhort the ſlum- 
ber; for with the dawn he riſes, and re- 
aſſumes his important cares, The firſt 
thought that occupies him is the relief of 
the wounded ; he himſelf aſſiſts in their 


cure, and his generous compaſſion equally 


comprehends within it both foe and friend ; 
whilſt Siegmar, not le's humane than brave, 
applauds his ſon's condeſcenſion, and libe- 

rally deals out the wine, oil, and ſanative 
mixtures, gifts from bards, ſtudious of na- 
ture's products, and the A culapian art. 
| Their 
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Their apimolity againſt the intruſive Ro- 
mans is now changed into tenderneſs, 


One raiſes a beautiful youth weltering in 
His blood, and tries whether his heart yet 
affords any ſymptoms of remaining life; 
another holds up: a ſevered limb, wonder- 
ing at the ghaſtly ſight; a third points 
out thoſe who fell by his arm, ſilently proud 5 
of his feats; while a fourth boaſts that here 
his ſpear ſent a Roman to his everlaſting 
abode; or that there two twins fell on 
him, but as they came into the world at 
once, fo he had ſent them out of it toge · 
ther. A fifth, ſtruck with the luſtre of a 
purple robe diſtained wich gore, takes it 
up, exulting, and throwing it round the 
{baggy hide, his native garment, ſtruts with 
haughty gait, and in that attitude vows it 
a giſt to his ſpouſe: This Roman ſpoil,” 
ſays he, „on feflivals ſhall diſtinguiſh her 
worth, and her parents ſhal} rejoice in 
| — the honour,” | 

| Thus 


f 


Thus the warriours, in joyous mood, 


indulged their humours, forgot the dan- 


gers of the battle, their wounds and bair- 
breadth eſcapes, In many of them their 
ferocity riſes to its natural aſcendant; they 
thirſt for the renewal of the battle; they 
promiſe themſelves. that they will drench 
their weapons in Raman blood; their elated 
| imaginations twine triumphant wreaths for 


their brows; they ſee the foe in fearfut 


rout. haſtening from dei dreaded con- 
tines. 


ments the ſway « of inſatiadle ambition, and 
the lawleſs thirſt of fame. © Ye all. graſp- 
« ing Romans,” cryed he, © how wretch ; 
= © cdly infatuated, to ſend out the flower 
bol your youth to certain laughter in the 
= © conqueſt of woods and of : marſhes: 
Laurels have no charm to you, unleſs 


* is 
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. The hero, more fixed in his prudent re- 
gret, revolves the raſh encounter; he la- 


60 e with blood. The hero's motive : 


- —— —— + — 
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ce is liberty, and the protection of injured 
<< friends: the end obtained, he delights 
<c to put a period to the ravages of war,” 


The out guards now diſcerning at a diſ- 


tance ſome Romans advancing, who were 


Marcus and Tarpeius with their attendants, 
form in the paſs, but the olive branch be- 
ing held out towards them, they open; 
this emblematick ſafeguard was not un- 


known to the Germans ; and none more ob- 


ſervant of the reſpect due to ambaſſadours 
than they. A guard conducts them with 
honour to their leader's tent; their ſullen 
port was ſuited to their cloudy looks ; and 
ſwelling with pride and indignation, with- 
out even ſaluting Arminius, Marcus thus ab- 


. e 


Pd 


c Arminius or Chief, for to which of 


* theſe names thou haſt a right I know 


% not. What inſolent procedure is this 
92 3 alone would be guilty of it; 
* 1 . even 
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« even the indulgent clemency of Varus 


ce 
4 
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ce 
ce 
«c 
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ce 
ce 
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has it provoked. . He now forgets all 
Auguſtus's bounties to thee, his raiſing 
thee to the Pairician order, an honour 
coveted by mighty potentates, by ſove- 
reigns far different from Germania's petty 
Lords, whoſe ſubjects have not even 
wherewith to clothe themſelves ; 5 this too 
he paſſes over, and inſiſts on knowing 
wherefore, in a profound peace, thy 
people, with cowardly craft ſurpriſing 
ours, have preſumed to make ſuch a 
laughter of them; he is amazed that 
Arminius, whom Rome has loaded with 
favours, who in her very boſom has been 
inſtructed in all our arts and accom- 
pliſhments, who owes all that is valu- 
able in himſelf to a Roman education, 
that he ſhould have countenanced this 
lawleſs violence. Thou thinkeſt perhaps 


our manners effeminate, our ſtrict adhe- 


rence to our engagements cowardice. 
To ſhow generoſity to enemies, to ex- 
«© tinguiſh 


Cc: 
* 
(0 


ce 


ic. ſoftneſs; the moſt atrocious crimes in 


them cauſe no remorſe, and this natu- 
ral brutality of theirs, under all thy ob- 
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tinguiſh a fire kindled in our favour, to © 


diſcover even to our conquerours. their 


« clandeſtine foes, to hold forth the reliev- 


ing hand to a fallen enemy, may, to 
cc 


thy German ſerocity, appear a ridiculous 


ligations to Rome, is incited by thy ut un- 
derhand encourpgoment. ; | 


„Kader then, and Varus now ſpeaks 


through me, he ſends thee fair condi- 
tions, but ſwift revenge ſhall follow 
thy refuſal ; deliver up thoſe who were 
the chief perpetrators of this flagrant vio- 


lation of the peace; their execrable 
- crime points out their puniſhment ; de- 


liver them as victims due to a juſt re- 


venge. T here warn thee to deliver 
them up, or ſtreams of German blood 


6 ſhall flow, whilſt any blood remains in 


* 
# 


* Germany, to pacify the manes of our 


We | 0 << ſol- 
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be ſoldiers, murthered with ſuch inſidious 
ec 3 


To them thus * Arminius : Ve 
e little know the valour of Germania's 
<« ſons; they tremble not at diſtant thun- 
& der: as for this tempeſt, let it come 
and rattle over our heads; thank your 
c ſacred function for your ſafety, elſe ſhould 
| © the inſolence even of Roman meſſengers 
S not pals uhchatifed. 


6 The peace hes indeed bows PIT 
and what would you more, to the great 
= < diſpleaſure of the leaders; but was not 
ca the firſt offenſe given by Romans, or 
F< has the Prætor made choice of this grove 
9 to hunt in? What has eſcaped your ra- 
4 pacious hands ? Have you not with glut- 
W - ©© tonous cruelty rioted on our herds and 
8 << flocks? Whatever this country, more 


46 


* cacies, can afford, has been patiently 
ä « delivered 
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13 productive of oak and iron than deli- 


* 

i] 
4 
1 
1 
= 
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_ $6, delivered up to your greedineſs, yet all 


< this ſuffices not. I know your axes are 


« prepared to fell this grove, thus violat- 


«© jng what we hold ſacred, If the gods 
% have beſtowed on you the earth, have 
* they alſo impowered you to inſult reli- 
4 gion? Is it to ſee our ſaered rites pro- 
e faned that this arm has ſo often fought 
your battles, ſo often repelled your foes, 
«and turned the doubtful ſcale of victory 
ce to your fide? Have I then, deſpiſing 
* your rewards, enriched ſo many by do- 
ec natives, profuſely diſtributing among 


them ſpoils and crowns won by hard- J 


„ ſhips and dangers, that now your inſa- ꝶ& 
e tiate rapine may ſeck our barren wilds, i 
ee where rational avarice itſelf fees no ob- 

jedt to invite it? yet to the naked Gr- 


de nan you will not leave even their 8 


dec ſkins. "For ever ſacred be the oath | # | 
dee Which my lips now utter, compelled by 
- 6 your oppreſſions. May heaven and hell pu- 


. nic — 9 whilft his arm is able to 5 
Db 2: J HY wield 
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wield. a weapon, ſhall not uſe it againſt 
the deſtroyers of his country ! Know, 
that if what ye have ſaid be your Præ- 
tor's demands, and ye will not withdraw 
your licentious forces from this country, 
to which you have no right, I hence- 
forth renounce all treaty and conneCtion 
„with you. What we demand is juſt, 
and relying upon that Juſtice, your in- 
c vaſion ſhall end in a ſhameful retreat, 
+ See theſe my. hardy Germans, and from 
their appearance gather your own fate.” 


* 
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Tarpeius, with a brutality natural to him, 
broke out into menacing geſtures; from a 
Gregarian ſoldier had he raiſed himſelf to 
de rank of a Tribune, by deeds of feroci- 
1 | ous. raſhneſs; haughty and abrupt in his 
k manners, . in. diſcipline of a relentleſs auſte- 

| © | rity, his whole delight was in ſlaughter and 
blood. impatient of tranquillity, magnifi- 

_ cence, and entertainments, the arts prac- 
tigen by Auguſius to endear himſelf to the 
LS Romans, 


- 9 e 
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Romans, long had he wiſhed for a war, 
the univerſal wiſh of the ſanguinary and 
avaricious. No other talent knew he than 
intrepidity in battle ; his ſword being his 
god; plunder and promotion the end of all 
his actions. On his wrinkled forehead ſat 
all the terrour of war, and the fury of his 
breaſt now foams at his bellowing mouth. 
„% What language,” cryed he, „ is this! 
Are Rome's meſſengers to hear ſuch in- 


« ſults? Shall a half. ſtarved and naked ; 


„ people pretend to prefcribe laws to the 
os conquerors of the world? Tremble at 
«the approach of Roman revenge! Your 
8 marſhes ſhall drink in your blood; drink 
it in more largely than the noble R- 
% nan blood ſo murtherouſly ſhed by a2 
«lurking multitude, and not in fair battle: 
„% Even yet do their noble bodies lie un- 
„ buryed. If thou dareſt to face us, if thy 
ce boaſted Germans dare meaſure fwords 
«© with us, only appoint the time and 
* place 3 let valour and not artifice. decide 
| | cc. it: 


* 
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dc it: this is all we wiſh. From hence 
< ſhalt thou hear the terrifying ſhout with 
which a Roman camp will receive the 

news of an appointed battle, Well will 
it become ſuch a hero as thou conceit- 
“ eſt thyſelf to be, to vanquiſh thoſe be- 
fore whom all others have fallen; but 
 & conſider, that whatever havock thy fu- 
rious ſword ſhall make, and though thy 
<6 naked troops, which is little to be feared, 
© ſhould flay thouſands of well accoutred 
% Romans, yet as many thouſands more 
s ſhall fart from the duſt of their urns, and 
6 in dreadful array, with axe, and ſword, 
and ſpear, check thy triumphs : heaven 
„ and hell (hall unite againſt thy preſump- 
tion. Tell me, then, doſt thou accept 
our challenge? Wilt thou appoint the 
 $ time and place for a regular action?“ 


cc 


cc 


a 


66 


Thus bellowed he; and not only his ? 
furious voice, but even his looks and geſ- 
- tures ſpoke an envenomed heart, and an 

2 8 | utter 
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utter unacquaintance with decency of man- 
ners. Vet glowed the placid hero's cheek 
with no reſentment; barking dogs obſcure 
not the filver moon. With a ſerene ſmile 
he heard the impotent rage of the Roman, 
though not without ſurpriſe at the open 
breach of reſpect, ſanctifyed by univerſal 
obſervance. Weak were I,” ſaid: he, 
<< to be provoked at thy invectives; the 
% naked German knows when to controul 
6 his paſſion. Little ſuits it with the ſpruce 
e Roman s boaſted prudence, to threaten 
<© before he can put in execution his me- 
s naces. An injurious deſign declared ex- 
«© cites prevention: revenge ſhould be con- 
„ cealed till action is to make it known. 
„This I learned at Rome; theſe are 
% maxims of Italian wiſdom, diſdained by 
<«< the more open Germans : in their candid 
& breaſts lurk no dark deſigns —But who 
« art thou? With what face talkeſt thou 
<< of violated faith ? Thy reviling threats, 
$6 "ny contumelicus tongue cancels all 
1 cc con- 
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connections. Take back the ring, that 
66 honourary bauble; every R:man Orna- 
„„ ment, as memorials of my ſhame, and 
„& ties to a foreign intereſt : I here renounce 
'« them. Carry them back to thy com- 
+* mander, and tell him how I trampled on 
« them: tell him I am now a poor Ger- 
„% man, and no Roman knight ; ; my ſole 
44 paſſion the national liberty ; ; and that 
Arminius owns no lord but him who 
ey: ſhall ſubdue him. The ring, though 
. « once by Auguſtus himſelf worn, and 
« with his own hand put on Arminius 
finger, to link him cloſer to his intereſt, 
„ now with noble diſdain is —_— ON 
Moos: the * as a "— of naug 


The ak with that ee Any 
which in all events he maintained inva- 
riable, turned his back on the rankling de- 
puties, allowing them, however, to per- 
form the obſequies of their ſlain, and ſup- 
Piping them with every 0 for the 

C4 fune- 
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funeral piles; ſullen they iſſue forth out of 
the tent, the pious indulgence unacknow- 
ledged. Arminius ſmiled; but in Siegmar's 
eyes, oppreſſed with thoughts of the ap- 
proaching criſis, tears aroſe, and thus to 
his ſon he vents the emotions of his patrio- 
tick * 


EP Dear Arminius, the ſupport and jay 
of my helpleſs age; my hopes of thee 
warm my frozen heart: with tranſport 
$1] ſee the people's love and confidence in 
ec thee. Oh, let me preſs thee to this wi- 
; n thered boſom, and on thy beloved breaſt 
e dart a look into abſtruſe futurity! Num- 
<< berleſs viciffitudes of times have I ſeen, _ 
% many difficult offices have I diſcharged. 
To the intricacies of policy, and the con- 
duct of hazardous war, I am no ſtran- 
t ger; and of ſuch experience the natural 

_ - $f reſult is wiſdom. + The readineſs of na- 
tions to ſubmit to the Roman yoke, gave 
2 et me much ö and fall more, 
| „„ 


5 
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that venality ſhould be known in Ger- | 
many. But thanks to our gods, thou 
art deſtined to deliver the people. Swear 


now, by that Being who made thee what 
thou art, who gave thee the heart of 


the people; ſwear thou wilt never ſneath 


the ſword while a Roman eagle is ſeen in 


Germany; till their manubial monuments, 


eagles, axes, and armour are hung up in 


this grove, ſo impiouſly violated by that 


.* lawleſs race: ſo ſhall the over-ruling 


ce 


cc 


cc 
$6 


gods proſper thine arms, and thy reſ- 
cued country, worſhip thee as their de- 
liverer; a perpetual model thou, and an 


incentive to German heroiſm.“ 


As a father, with a glowing counte- 


nance and humid eyes, ſmiles at the marks 


of riſing virtue in his ſon, enjoys his fu- 
ture glories, preſages the rewards of his 
accompliſhments, and claſps him to his ar- 
dent boſom; as a ſon excited by his fa- 


ther's endearments to ſuperlour attainments, 


links 


* 
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ſinks in his arms loſt in tranſports of af- 
fection: or as a bride, all (gentleneſs and 
love, expecting her ſpouſe from the dreaded 
campaign, ſtarts at the ſound of horſes en- 
"tering the paved court, and throwing by 
her embroidery, her elegant amuſement 
amidſt her painful ſolicitudes, exerts every 
limb, till in her downy arms ſhe hold the 
harneſſed warriour (forbidding contraſt, 
where love urges not) while the eeſtatick 
joy compenſates for all her weeping hours, 
and propitious Cupid mingles both their 
ſouls in connubial flames, legitimating their 
Joys: their long reſtrained deſires, ſtill in- 
flamed by mutual bliſs, immerſe them into 
pleaſures ice N votaries For 5 
ne * | 


ang 8 hero anita his father's | 
; 9 while the hoary Prince ſunk be- 
neath the tumult of his emotions. His fer- 
. menting blood overpowered his languid 

. a paleneſs ariſes over his furrowed 
i checks, 
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} cheeks] and his quivering eyes are cloſed ; 
but ſoon the obſtructed blood, with reviv- 


ing ſwiftneſs, returns to its natural courſe. 
Arminius wondering, views the influence 
of the mind over the body, and the force 
of blood by paſſion rouſed from its gelid 
centre: Oh, that my aged blood,” aid 
he, „may retain ſuch vigour ! Oh, that 
6+ amidſt the froſt of years ſo rapid may 
b be its flow!” Thus wiſhed the hero, 
ſeiſed with an involuntary emotion, pro- 
phetick of his untimely end; death's 
ſable cloud ſoon enveloping in darkneſs 
all his ſhort-lived glories. Is it given 
& to our ſouls to foreknow our deſtiny ? Is 
te jt the intimation of ſome ſuperiour be- 
ing? or do theſe forebodings which often 
© damp man's heart in the meridian of his 
« glory, may only from grofſer ſenſa- 
4 tions ?——Be this as it may, ſo freedom 
„ be but ſafe; ſo thou, dear Germania, 
& ſeeſtthy honour vindicated and thy ſafety 
© eſtabliſhed. 1 dread not death what - 


Deer 


= 
$1 
75 
1 
1 

- = 
1 
2 


0 AR MI NI Us, . 


< ever ſhape he ae; ; to: thee my life, 
is devoted.” So expreſſed the hero his 
Rey fortitude, | / 


In the mean time, aſcending flames 
mingle with the vapoury clouds, and the 
Romans lay their ſlain on the blazing pile. 
This deſcries among them an intimate 
friend, with whom but yeſterday he had 
joined in cordial merriment, or diſcerns 
one whom a recent variance had embittered 
againſt him; yet declines he not the pious 
office: wives with their hair diſhevelled, 
mourn over their breathleſs huſbands, and 
_ weeping ſons curſe the hand which de- 
prived them of their father, at the ſame 
time vowing revenge: to ſome, in virtue 
eminent, though to none preſevt allied, 
flows the generous tear; the late homage 
paid to their merit, which, while living, 
envy withheld ; reverent they en the 
illuſtrious corpſe. | 


Arminius, ſtudious to avoid freſh con- 
teſts, himſelf drew off all the parties poſted 
33 ö | | - HERE . 
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hear the ſolemn ſpot of theſe funeral obſe- 


quies, to the rude Germans matter of de- 
rifion ; with joy, however, they beheld the 
fucceſſive blazes, but ſuch their regard to 
their ſolicitous leader, that no open act of 
inſult was ſeen in their countenances. 
Prudent they waited the length of the te- 
dious ceremony, a ceremony which, grim- 
ly ſmiling, they wiſhed to ſee performed 
on every ſon of Rome. The hero now 
ſummoned Brenno to his aid, he whoſe 
 oft-tryed fidelity had rendered him deſerv- 
ing of the important commiſſion, - 


« Haſte,” aid be, ce faithful Prenes, 
% to the Catti and Chauci, lay before them 
„ what has happened, and the menaces of 

„ the Romans; tell them I expect their 
<< ſpeedy approach ; that the fate of Ger- 

many depends on our arms; that the de- 
ciſive moment for ſlavery or freedom is 
at hand: tell them that my people are 
« eager for action, and that I would avail 


6 65 * myſelf | 


«+ # 
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*« myſelf of their preſent ardour, leſt de- 
4 lay ſhould cool it, and by the tumultu- 
ous ſoldiery be deemed timid caution, or 
a conſciouſneſs. of the foe's ſuperiority ; 
that therefore I entreat their utmoſt ex- 
« pedition, otherwiſe we ſhall only be the 
'« firlt victims to Roman perfidy.“ 1 


* 


4 0 


cc 


Brenno haſtens on his meſſage; the pe- 
rilous exigency wings his ſpeed; but he had 
not yet meaſured half the journey before 
he ſees the Catii i in ful] march towards him, 
- cloud rifing on the diſtant mountain ſoon | 
points them out to his view. Soon after 
both foreſt and field ſeemed to move; and 
now the gleam of arms firikes his eager 
eye, and ſoon the wanton courſers neigh 
in his liſtening ear. He diſtinguiſhes the 
| beroick Prince himſelf heading his hardy 
bands. As a mariner through a teleſcope's 
| aſliftiog glaſs deſcrying a diſtant fleet, ſtands | 


in anxious ſilence, uncertain whether it be 
friend or foe, then looks ain, and to 
| | | his 
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his joyful eye the colours diſplay the friend, 
on which, in token of bis baniſhed fears, 
he hoiſts alſo his enſign; ſo was Brenno's 
ſurpriſe ſoon turned into joy, and with an 
exulting heart he haſtens to meet the great 
object of his Prince's preſent wiſhes, He 
informs the leader of the Catii, of the viola- 
tion of the grove by the Romans, and of 
the great laughter which had enſued : this 
the ferocious chief | hears diſpleaſed; his 
martial ſoul rages that he was not preſent ; 
but he hopes in the approaching general ac- 
tion, to have a more ample field, where his 
effuſive valour may hurl deſtruction on the 
execrated Romans. 

The goddeſs, whoſe wings are ſwifter 
than the wind, and who often with truth 
blends inſidious falſities; whoſe loquacious 
mouth oft alarms us with accounts of 
| battles, and the number of the ſlain, when 
not a tent has been ſtruck; that goddeſs 
whole eyes ever magnify, whoſe feet ſtand 

5 ready 


£4} 
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ready for flight; Fame, hies through the 
ranks, and tears down the principal pa- 
vilion in the Roman camp. A ſpirited 
ſnout of triumph echoes through the hoſt, 
as when Eurus ſhakes the foreſt; or when, 
in Thracian vales, incenſed Mavors fills 
the affrighted air with his hoarſe call, clat- 
tering his braſen ſhield as a prelude of 
| bloody wars: ſuch was the loud acclaim 
of Germania's enraged ſons. Varus heard 
the diſſonant ſhout ; and though ſurrounded 
5 all his mighty warriours, ſtood appalled 
at it, trembling amidſt the ſplendours of 
bis encumbered table. 
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The Roman general calls a council of war, 
wherein he defires the chief's to declare their 
ſeveral epinions. They are all ſilent ex- 
cept Tarpeiue, who breaks through the 
craud, and with à loud voice calls out far 
war, voluntarily offering to go and ſurpriſe 

"the Germans. He avails himſelf of the 
night, and privately approaches the camp, 
but is diſcovered ; and Arminius prevents 
the ſurpriſe. Tarpeius 7s enraged at the 
diſappeuintment. The morning light ſhows 
the Romans their perilous ſituation ;, but 
Tarpeius encourages them, and bravely 
fighting dies by the hero's ewn hand. In 
' the mean time Varus makes a general muſter 
of his forces, and forbids all exceſs and 
licentiouſneſs among them. A mutiny en- 

_ ſues; but Marcus encourages Varus, and 

is ſent by him to Arminius with prvpo- 
ſals of peace, in order to gain time, which 
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© w had German chiefs awoke 
from their deceitful ſlumbers; all her 
ſtrength was collected for one laſt effort. 
| V arus alarmed, aſcends his ſeat, to the Ro- 
mans ſo aweful, but to himſelf now con- 
temptible; his lowering looks. and down- 
caſt eyes ſpoke terrour and fluctuation. He 
ſummons a council, and deſires the opi- 
nions of thoſe whom he had never deigned 
before to conſult, a condeſcenſion which 
further betrayed an intimidated ſoul. . 


* 


36 ARMINIUS, or 
1 


5 e only debauched, not totally ſubdued, 
not its ſpiritleſs ſlaye, nor all. ſenſe of | ho- 


nor extinguiſhed in bis breaſt, den kiddles 


again into his former ſpirit; again it bla- 


zes, and breaks forth ſuperiour to his con- 
ſternation. 


le My faithful colopanigns” ſaid he; e 
&« brave toils and dangers for Rome's glory, 
ge advice is, come, that the Cheruſc haye 
broken the, peace, and treacherouſly lain 


Sq * 4 


« great numbers of our fellow- ſoldiers. | 


” They further threaten, that not one of 
« us ſhall ever ſee his dear native foil again. 
40 Shall naked ſtarvelings talk thus to the 

lords of the, world ? ? What nation has 
15 ; been able. yet,to withſtand 00) . not 
« « the. ſwift Parthian and the hardy Briton 


455 elt e our ſuperiour valouy } ? Whither have 
©. not our dreaded eagles found their way ? 


hy Yet this abject race, in manners and in 
6c appearance more like beaſts than men; 


* 


<< whole 


pry 
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* H It 
«© whoſe bravery i is bo, 2 ſavage ſtupi- 
| dich, reject Cſar"S"gracious offers, and 
ſet us at defiance, after maſſacring our 
0 companions,” "1 know, Romitns,; your ge- 
e netous blood boils at the news. "How- 
e evet, previous to any hoſtile meaſure; I 
e would conſult your wiſdom 31 if you are 
dc avefſe from dangerotis raſhneſs, yet ſtill 
e more is baſe timidity your ſcorn. Speak 
* then, for your counſel muſt be 2 are 


2. — 


Le you f for peace « or war! * 
« War! what but war!?“ exclainied 
| Tarpeius; ; while all the other commanders 
"Rood" gazing at Varus in torpid ſilence; 
their oft tryed courage being now totally 
diſſolved in luxury and exceſs, the ſhelves 
on LY all the "martial virtues are often 
wrecked : Of this thou, O Aunibal, remain- 
a dreadful proof, though little heeded ! 
For exhibits not a modetm camp a luxury 
even beyond what is found in eities? Farns 
_ himſelf, doubtful of à riotous army, was 
ade 8 ann p ock ern ere 


1 
* * 


1 ARMINIUS, or 
more inclined to ſoften the Cheruſe by arti- 
; ice, than to tempt the iſſue by feats of 
- valour ; but Tarpeius, who indignant ob- 
. ſerved the puſillanimous ſilence, ſtarted from 
his ſeat, with outrageous geſture forcing his 
way to the Prætor's chair, and there, with 
terrifick voice, thus gave vent to his impa- 
—_— _ | eee 


« Flows, Jet. the legions keep it in | their 
6 perfumed tents, and there carouſe or 


| te loiter away their time; only allow me 
1 to take my legion, and ſoon will 1 


give you a good account of this foe, 


who ſeems to be ſo dreaded, 7 


Thus exclaimed he with rude "0 
ſity; the other tribunes at once catch the 
flame, and all their former ſpirit ſeemed to 
blaze forth anew, _ Tarpeius haſtens to his 
legion, who 'tumultuouſly applauding bis 


offer, arm. Fired with their ardour, he 


' vows Arminius's head and arms an offering 
| | to 


©. 
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to Mars; and he calls the deity to witneſs, 
that he will not return till the barbarians | 
had either fled, or fallen before his ſword, = 


The moon, as if propitious to his bold 
deſign, now hid herſelf behind a cloud, ſo 
opaque was the darkneſs that ſcarce could 
their armour be diſcerned, The Roman 
haſtens, through ways by himſelf alone 
perceived; when coming to tufted oaks 

at the ſkirt of the grove, and which 
deepened the gloom, he orders his men to 
proſtrate themſelves with their faces to 
the ground: all in ſilence obey the com- 
mand, and not a breath is heard among 
them. © 


As in Mauritania's deſerts the voracious 
tiger creeps near the lowly huts, and with 
| glaring eye waits impatient for his prey, 
ſtill drawing nearer and nearer, and liſten- 
ing and licking his eager jaws; but all- 
gracious heaven protects the defenſeleſs 

| 54 Moor, 


8 F · ·˖ [1 
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; Mur, ignorant of his own danger: 80 
tay Tarpeius, fired with a thirſt” no Teſs in- 
flaming of Roman blood. And now he curfes 

the night and the  over-ruling powers; the 
moon was hid, and ſcarce a faint ſtar ſhowed 
itſelf, while the cloſe trees increaſing the 

natural gloom, no way, no path could be 


ALES: 


\ diſcerned to direct the attack. At this 
; Tem, raging, himſelf ſpoiled the delign, 


. 


; « Oh, mighty Jupiter ſend forth "ty 
7 i "Vghtening ; diſpell this accurſed dalk- 


r 


? « neſs; and if thou art exaſperated Againſt 
« us, ſhow thyſelf ſo by day.” The furious 
exclamation was heard by Arminius Him- 
ſelf, who with a faithful officer ſtood ſen- 
try at the quarter from whence any con- 
ſiderable irruption was to be apprehended, 
A. ſtation too important for vulgar vigilance, 
They urge their ſeeds, crying out,“ Ariſe, 
1. ariſe; to arms, to arms, to arms * The 

bills and grove echo again with the animat- 


ine found, « My braye Germans, ctyed 
the 


TEE 
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the hero, follow the white plume on 
„ my helm, you will always find it lead- 


ing you againſt your tyrants, Jour Per- 
„ ſecutors the Romans. 


He now flies to. a 3 ready · formed 
every night againſt a ſurptiſe, leſt confu- 
ſion ſhould ſpread through the camp. He 

poſts himſelf at their head, prepared to keep 
the foe in action till by the main body 
joined: each ſoldier ſwears that Raman 
blood ſhall expiate this preſumptuous ſur- 
priſe; each warriour calls out to be led 
on, as if on his own arm en 
ane a | 
Tuma now more enraged, curſed his 
ill-timed impatience z he burns with ſhame 
at the diſcovery :- but. making. intrepidity 
his reſource, animates his band, and bim- 
ſelf moſt; expoſed, with eager pace charges 
the embattled-foe. As a lion. ſurrounded by 


bunters is more irritated at their gleaming 


jave: 


42 ARMINIVU Ss, or 


javelins, and his wounds kindle revengeful 
ire; he roars, and laſhing his brindled ſides 
with his tail, aſſails the ſhouting crew, 
while his fangs and jaws are drenched in 
gore: ſo Tarpeius, determined or to accom- 
pliſh his enterpriſe, or periſh in the attempt, 
5 with fullen en begins the battle. 2 


Al follow the leader's bold ie) and 
ö infuriate deal around ſlaughter: they brave 
the German weapons, and grudge not to 
fall on the corpſe of a flain enemy; of 
their own blood not more mindful: than of 
© German gore. Tarprius, with uncommon 
ſtrength ſeconding his extraordinary cou- 
rage, laid around him heaps of foes, fa- 
© rally ambitious to check his deſtructive 
arm; he drenches his weapon in carnage, 
and urges on his men to the Naughter: The 
Germans preſs upon bim, and at his feet 
i lie weltering in their blood. Such havock, 
a hero like Arminius only could retrieve; 
INT ſuch a torrent to arreſt required his utmoſt 
force, 
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force. With calm intrepidity he gives every 
\ neceſſary order, and thunders on the ſhrink- 
ing Romans, alike every where preſent, and 
at once the conſummate general and the ar- 
dent ſoldier. The Romans ſeek him; the 
n Cberuſci for him alone fear; ſo various the 
danger, their affection deſpairs of his ſafety. 
What numbers now periſh | Germans and 
Romans fall alike by different weapons, the 
edged ſword and the maſſive club | But no 
words can deſcribe the furious troops joined 
in battle; the various horrours of this field 
of death, with the clang of arms, the 
ſhouts; the groans, the confuſed heaps of 
lain, born in different climes, though now 

| mingled in death on the ſame. ſpot. Both 
Hoſts are inſpired by the ſame ardour, though 
different their motives: with equal valour 

the tools of tyranny and freedom's cham- 
pions long hold the important vid ory in ſuſ- 
penſe. 


„ Goddeſs ! who aclighteſ to com- 
memorate real virtue, and who to ſplendid 
es | vice 


vice never proſtituteſt thy praiſe, reveal 
to me the feats of greateſt valour, whe- 
ther by German or Roman arm performed, 
Which that ſable night from human eye 
concealed! Thy aid I want, that pa- 
triotiſm and true courage may ſhine in 
deſerved luſtre; for our ears thoſe ex- 
ploits have never reached, and fain would 


1, in Pierian lay, tranſmit the glorious 


2. warriours ; to the admiration of 15 future 
: 1 20 b 8 | 


\ Ma a boaſtful 8 liberal. of 
5 den. but for arms, alike in body and 
mind, unfit; defying dangers when unſeen, 
at the approach of danger with tremulous 


eagerneſs daſtardly ſought his eſcape : alert 


and rigid in the mock exerciſes of war, 
dut to the ſerious battle tardy. If ever a 
manly ſtroke came from him, it was in 
moſt unequal combat, and keen was he in 
1 thoſe favourable moments. More 


than one Roman, their daring. ſpirits ill- 
0 5 matched 


1 
ol 1 
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matched with an inactive or nerveleſs body, 
had fallen by his inglorious arm. But now 
his artifices no longer avail him; his cow- 
ardice proves his death, oft by active cou. 
rage averted. : He rejoiced in the darkneſs, 
and with throbbing heart ſought the thickeſt 
ſhade; but there the ſlaughtering Tarpeius 
ſpyed him, and through his mouth, on 
bended knees ſupplicating mercy, all boaſt- 
ing ſilenced, thruſts the fatal blade. A ſe- 

cond ſtroke ſevers the ſoul from the trem- 
bling corſe, but not to the manſions of he- 
roes was it removed. Ech, Eikmar, and 
Hugo, with honour fall, and their fall en- 
hances the Roman's honour... Giſmar and 
Haubold, two brothers, aſſailing him with 
united rage, add to the numbers of the 
ſlain. His impetuous ſword cut through 
the German hoſt, as before the ſithe in the 
vigorous ruſtick's hands falls the ſhorn ber- 
bage. 


Confuſion prevails while the rout now 


begins, and vainly the torrent the hero 
4 ſtrives 
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ſtrives to oppoſe; nor words nor example 
avail. At length the welcome dawn ſhows 
the diſpirited CHeruſci the ground covered 
with their ſlain. Tarpelus calls out, Ro- 
4 mans, lo! the whole body of the ene- 
60 my is here, and at once will we make 
e an end of them: darkneſs has not kept 
&« us idle; what then ſhall we not perform 
0 IE * a. vs 8 


Thus boldiy h he ee 5 er to 
ſee the danger deſerving of bis arm, and 
big with glory ; his thinned band now forms 
into a fquare, and courageous ply. their 
miſſive weapons. At this dexterous evolu- 
tion, Arminius directs Edmund to move to 
the oppoſite ſide and annoy them with 
ſtones and arrows, whilſt himfelf would 
ſtund the ſury of their aſſault, - In vain 
ſtones and arrows pour on the cloſe com- 
pacted phalanx ; Tarprius | undiſmayed, 
amidſt wounds ,and death, maintains its 
firmneſs, The hero's kill! and inferiour 


num- 
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: mud only ſerve to invite his courage with 
the brighter proſpect of glory and promo- 
tion. Under their ſhields, an iron roof, the 


thickened ranks now preſs on the Germans, 


who ſeign a retreat, whilſt Edmund charges 
the unguarded rear of the Roman: with ju- 
dicious rapidity; and his corps of flingers 
cruſh the boaſted covert *, under which 
many an arduous enterpriſe, ſcalade, and 
attack had been carryed. The vigilant eye 
of Arminius obſerving this ſucceſs, with his 


whole collected force he now makes an 


attack on the diſordered phalanx; Tarpeius 
alone meets the aſſault in furious deſpair, 
and throws himſelf among the ſhouting 
ranks, his fierce courſer's hoofs aiding his 
flaughtering arm. | 


\ 


1 Miffl.a ſpargunt, ſays Tacitus, of the Ger- 
mans; and Barre, in the notes, vol. i. p. 68. 
the Belge in their fieges uſe the ſame method 
as the Germans and Celtæ; they inveſt the place, 
and fling ſtones at * ug _ ſee on the 
walls GK. Ga 


As 
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As the foaming boar, ſnorting, ruſnes on 
the dogs, and avenges his approaching death 
with many a wound; the boldeſt from its 
fatal tuſks, it burls away, while the others 
_ intimidated ſtand at bay, nor can the hunt- 
er's threats bring them to a ſecond encoun- 
ter with the griſly ſavage: ſo on a heap of 
bleeding corſes ſtood Tarpeius, enraged, 
and determined there to ſtand. There with 
boaſtful geſture, he called out, © Here ſhall 
* be Tarpeius's tomb, but bere alſo ſhall 
e be the grave of many barbarians, whom 
« this hand of mine has ſlain; and of my 
„ plorious valour ages to come ſhall ſpeak.” 
A wild rage now glared in his eyes, and 
this diſtorted countenance diſplayed the con- 
flicting paſſions of wrath, deſpair, terrour, 
and a ſenſe of his approaching end. The 
manner convulſes his haughty ſoul with 
reluctant pi ide; to be vanquiſhed is, dhe 
"utmoſt Sitteraeſs: of. death ! 


eie hears the raging chief, and haſ- 
iy * one aloud, © Aſſail not 
128 | © the 
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46 the warriour ; ; to him and me it is given 
to meet in ſingle combat . Arminius 
C alone ſhall try thy ſtrength, and 1 truſt 
„ with ſucceſs; 3 the event, however, is 
< in the hands of the gods.“ Tarpeius 
| lowering, ſees the hero approach; ſtrange 
ſenſations oppreſs his fluttering heart: a cold 


ſweat ariſes in his ghaſtly countenance, and | 
1 portentuous miſt floats before his ſight : : 


yet not extinguiſhed ' in his breaſt the bright 
flame of valour. He raiſes his arm ready 
for the combat, and aims a deadly ſtroke 


” his foe. Arminius wards off the blow, 


and on his faithful ſhield the blade broke. 
k Fired with this diſaſter, the Roman makes 


an effort to cloſe with him; but a well- 
_ timed thruſt defeats his wiley i intent. Ar- 


minius perceiving in his ſickening looks the 
effects of this thruſt, reaches out his gene- 


VER Ra * Barre, wk i. 12 10. a after Tacitus, 
in a cloſe fight it would be an indelible dif- 


© - grace to a chief, not to be the firſt in encoun- 


tering the enemy, Nc. 


n 3 rous 


——g— . — — 


— I > —— 


\ 


J ͤ AHA ILSS! > 
= RM I'NT'U'S, or 


rous arm to ſupport him ;* but i in vain,” He 
falls, ſtung with dread and rage, which ill 
retain themſelves ftrongly impreſſed” on his 
"countenance. The conquetour is moved 


with the fate of a man, Who with gentle 


"neſs of manners had been truely magnani- 
mous. The exulting Cberuſci now make 
inſatiate havock. What number of Ro- 


' mans follow their Nain "brethren ! Vet on 
© their virtue the muſe willingly confers all 
op. fits REAC SEL og. bo Ot 
due praiſe. If they now flee for ſafety, 
"they again make a ſtand,' forgetful of dan- 
gy. ' wh. 48 SS #47 © 1 \ a. 4 „ 
ger, and ruſh on certain death to avenge 


their leader 8 fall. Such was the effuſion of 
blood, by which the Germans reſcued them- 
ſelves from the extirpation threatened by 


preſumptuous Rome, who now in whole 
| hecatombs Expiates "OF lawleſs infults. £ 


Fd 


Varus, who from. voluptuous floth the- 
rupture had rouſed to cautious anxiety, re- 
views his troops; but bow changed by 
luxury and inaction ! Their Wigs ap- 
4 TY - pearance 
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pearance blaſts all his hopes. Tbeſe whoſe 
youth promiſed alertneſs and vigour he 


forms into diſtinct corps, and at all their 


exerciſes aſſiſts. He minutely reviews every 
band, and aſſigns them their proper ſtation 


on the ramparts. To ſome, as an honorary 
| diſtinction, he intruſts thoſe parts which 
are yet fenceleſs, deeming their courage an 
impenetrable barrier. The cauſe thus re- 
moved, he hopes the bad effects, too late 
acknowledged, will ceaſe: Sumptuary laws 
are proclaimed throughout the camp; and 
that his own example might invite confor- 
mity, his table never exceeds a bare ſuffi- 
_ ciency, and that of plain and ordinary food. 
No gorgeous ſide· board now glitters at his 
-entertainments ; no minſtrelſy.is heard; no 
choice wines are ſeen ſparkling in 'chryſtal 
- glaſſes, The innumerable throng of females, 
. as the peſt of arms, were ordeted to quit the. 


camp; while the general, bent on repairing 
his paſt errours, and fitting his hoſt for vigo- 


Tous conflict, ſees every ſeducement, every 


E 2 N effemi- 


1 Lat ee 3 =. 4, 72 n "1 
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 effeminacy frrialy ſuppreſſed within his own 
pavilion, as an example to the ſoldiery ; and 
© their imitation he crowns 1977 7 Giſtinguith- 
ing favours. os 


-" Aves, a petulant SY born i in Juxu- 
.rious Capua, and full-fraught with all his 
˙᷑it *' _ nauve profligacy, is diſguſted at this au- 
tere change. The inſipid life, ſo eſtranged 

from love and wine, he abhors; and in 
mutinous diſpoſition, curſes the general, as 
utterly devoid of. ſpirit. A ſecret enmity 
preys on his rankling heart, till heated by 
fermenting draughts, he prepares himſelf 
for mutiny. Thus to a groupe of like - bent, 
he imparted his long concealed grudge; 
his glowing face, his vivid eye, the agita- 
tions of his body, indicated the invective 
iſſuing from his heart. No enſnaring drift 


had he; for ejected 6 a ny q 
ſlickler. . ü | = 


io * Brothers,” cryed the debauchee, 
what is man's life? How ſhort ! How 
& ESR SY | > ce un- 
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<6: uncertain | | I who am even now. talking 


oy 


« to you, to-morrow may be a. paſſenger . 
in Charor's ferry, if any ſuch ferry there 
be; for folks, clear-ſighted as the prieſts 


themſelves, much queſtion it. | Beſides, 
our life is loaded with a variety of wretch- 


. edneſs : in the night ſtrit-kept watches 
deny us ſleep ; in the day-time we are. 


haraſſed with exerciſes. In ſummer we 


fight for another's glory, and what we 


ſuffer in winter is dreadful to think of. 


Is the ſoldier then to be grudged ſome 


little relief? Is ſuch a life as ours to be 


debarred all comfort! The general has 
* at once revoked all his indulgences, and 
fearful of ſavages, forfooth, ſets up a ri- 
gorous diſcipline. Submit to it who will, 

1 will not: rather than bear arms = 
a poltroon, I would labour at the ploughs ? 


As R:mans, I hope the like ſpirit breathes 
in you ; if it does, if you are willing to 
draw-your ſwords in ſupport of a ſoldi- 


er's privileges againſt this cowardly ty- 


„ = ad „. rant, 


„% ARMIN IU S, 


rant, ſollow me, my friends, and theſe 
ce weapons of ours ſhall teach him the re- 


4 Sard due to us; and that it is his duty to 


4. uſe us like freemen, as we are, and will 


e ever remain,” 


* 


This deb added fuel to his own in- 
flamed” ſpirits, and frantick he roars out 


«'To arms To arms!“ All, for licenti- 
ouſneſs was now grown the univerſal ha- 


bit, praiſe his regard for a ſoldier's welfare, 


and vow firm attachment to the cauſe. 
The tumult ſoon reached the quarter where 
the perfidious Numidians, the oſtentatious 
Gaul, and 2p Arey Briten: were encamped. 


As in a e new tte hel 
forth from the ſcattered ſparks, till the whole 
city is in a blaze, and the affrighted inha- 
bitants run in confuſed throngs, all eager 
to ſubdue the devaſtation, while every quar- 
ter rings with the tumult; fo from line to 
line ſpread the mutinous uproar, till the 


alarm 


£ 
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5 alarm reaches the general's pavilion. Varus, 
his courage now by temperance revived, 
delays not to meet the impending ſtorm, 
and with deep concern ſees ſedition in a 
Roman camp, and that the very eagles, the 
enſigns under which the ſoldiery were to 


form, had been forcibly ſeiſed; ſad conſe- 


quences of relaxed diſcipline, and luxury in- 
dulged, ever productive of inſolence and 
cowardice, In vain he threatens, in vain 
he aſks, even promiſing rewards, who were 
the firſt exciters of this tumult; the ſpirit 
of revolt had riſen to an overbearing height, 
and ſuperiority. of command was 00 at 
_ defiance, of 


*% 


8 * was now w. thy Lal Vir 
tue, thy wonted greatneſs, thy much vaunt- 
ed valour.! Where thy Cæſar, the ſlave of 
ambition! Behold thy, legions mutinying, 
and the motive ſloth and debauchery ! Go 
now, propheſy from the flight of birds; 
ſearch thy deſtiny ; in reeking entrails; con- 

E 4 ſult 
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fult e even thy 3 Heul. vain abe 
— Aition|! in Germany only i is it to be ſeen. s 


Marcus, obſerving the Pretor's deep 
concern, thus addreſſed him: „ This dif- 
& order of our army much affects me; an 
« ungrateful return for thy wiſe. care: it 
* diſgraces Rome, and muſt encourage the lf 
* foe to any attempt they think proper. \ 
„ Believe me, noble, Varus, I feel all the 
c agitations which diſtract thy labouring 
* mind; yet is not all loſt: it is not a 
e ſingle "tempeſt that can deſtroy Rome. 
„ What though Germanig's ſavage ſons iſ- 
ec ſue from their dreary woods, and ſome 
little ſucceſs flatter their temerity, yet 
1 ſoon ſhalt thou be avenged ; for can 
00; they ſtand againſt the combined forces | 
<« of our empire, headed by Ceſer and 
© thee? What though the army alſo now 


40 diſgrace itſelf in mutiny, and inſolently 


Wien STE WE 


<« contemn thy authority, who art Cz/ar's 


ko ' repreſentative ; 5 their very Emperour mw 
| 7 is fe | 
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elf they have not reſpected, though lead- 
ing them out to plunder and fame. Might 


J adviſe, endeavour to revive the thirſt 


of glory in them; in order to bring them 
to a ſenſe of their errour, I would re- 


move the camp, and feign a retreat, 


as if miſtruſtful of their courage; this 
may pique their ambition: one good ef- 
fect it cannot fail of producing, which 


is, that it will draw the enemy into an 


open country, where we ſhall fight with 


advantage; whereas theſe woods have 


ever been fatal to us. Thus I hope the 


© ſoldiery will return to their duty, and 
the unwary ſavages be led into a ſnare.“ 


Varus approves the propoſal; and leſt 


the Germans, by rapid marches, ſhould ſur- 


priſe him in the woods, commiſſions Mar. 
cus to hold a conference with their leader: 
Vos Thy eloquence, my wiſe friend,” faid 
he, © will ſtand us in great ſtead; thou 


41 


"008 induce * the enemy to ſuſpendghoſ- 


„ tilities, 


6h ah and renew voy —_ 1 urthers | 
<« artfully endeavour to procure ſome intel⸗ 


e ligence of Segeſibes; this is not the leaſt 


*© of my motives. Simple as the Germans 
“ are, many profitable ſecrets you will draw 


* from them; and young Arminius, by 
e flatteries, will be brought to a compli- 
*. ance : ſuch ſervices, be aſſured, ſhall not 
« go without a proper reward. Ye gods, 


% who have crowned Ceſar with ſuch ſuc. 


< ceſſes, who have given him the Roman 
<« diadem, (happy ſubjection to ſuch a 


Prince I) and with that the empire of 


e the world, preſerve; his arms from any 
enn 


Thus prayed the. : anxious commander, 
and gave immediate orders for removing 


the camp. He directs their march to a height, 


from whence he views the glittering legions 
and Afric's ſwarthy breed, come as merce- 


naries from parching waſtes, prompted by 


. greggineſs: of ſpoil. His heart expands at 
Dr the 
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the martial ſight; bis abject fears give way 

to exultation, to mighty plans, and to a 

confidence of victory. „ Ve naked ſava- 

6 ges, cryed: he, ye untractable brutes, 

% vuhy ptovoke ye our ſwords! ſubmit, 
or not one of ye ſhall be left alive.“ 


5 7 
— — Fo 1 


Here over man, the humane muſe could 
weep 3: how vain, how daring his preſum- 
ption! Yet: his power how weak and un- 
certain] His foreſight how dim! Alas, Va- 
rus !] amidſt thy fluſned hopes, ruin im- 
pends on thy devoted head Amidſt thy in- 
ſolent confidence, defeat and ſlaugbter all 
overwhelm thy bands. Thy eagles ſo ri- 
diculouſly imitative of celeftial thunder; thoſe 
glittering emblems of irreſiſtible force, be- 
hold them fixed to our conſecrated oaks; 4 
_ perpetual monuments of thy diſgrace. 


Marcus, elate with the commiſſion en- 
truſted to his addreſs; had expeditiouſſy ar- 

riyed within ſight of the grove; when a 
„ | heap 
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heap of unburyed carcaſſes alum him, He 
laments, he blames the precipitate Tarpeius; 
but his anguiſh receives ſome lenitive from 
the ſight of the ſlain Cheruſci : he enjoys 
their wounds, and bleſſes the nervous arm 
which pointed the weapon. Arminius, whoſe 
army had now been reinforced by the Catti, 
obſerving the impatient ardour of their 
chief, immediately conducted him to the 
ſpot where the heat of the late action was. 
The Cheruſcan Prince ſmiling, viewed the 
marks of Cheruſcan proweſs, while raptures 
ſwelled the fervid boſom of the Cattian 
leader, at the promiſed honour, that at the 
next attack he ſhould head, and the glory 
of the onſet belong to his troops alone, a 
diſtinction due to ſuch a warriour, He heard. 
with joy the flattering courteſy, a foible not 
ſeldom the concomitant of military prowels., 
- Never does a hero grant more favourable 

audience to an enemy; z never is an enemy's 


ſtubborn pride ſo humbled as when, with. 
| | bended 


26 
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bended knee, ſubmiſſive he crouches; and 
on the ſpot where the defeat of his army 
N has quaſhed his OY ſchemes. OY 


e approached; awe: . from 5 


the firey Roman, whoſe glowing viſage had 

erſt while manifeſted revenge; who bluſ- 

tered about war and ſlaughter, and vaunted 

ſo imperiouſſy his Cæſar, and the power 

of Rome! Now beneath a placid counte- 

nance he hides the inward 1 rancour- of his 
heart; i ; 


'F 


| ” Princes”. {aid be, o the fire which 


was fo ſuddenly kindled, Varus would 
_ « extinguiſh ; he has your country's wel- 
4 fare at heart. Precipitate ſpirits begin 
5 Cc a war; but the iſſue of it, the ſucceſs de- | 


cc pends only on heaven. Conſider, O hero, 
2» the uncertainty of victory; the deluſions 
"« of ſucceſſes often lead 'to fatal arro- 
4 gance. Inftances innumerable witneſs this. 
. How, many dazzled with the falſe glitter 


of 
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- * of, auſpicious * have fallen 
victims to fickle fortune's wiles | This 


field indeed exhibits. an; illuſtrious proof 
5 of thy ſucceſs; it ſhows thee mighty and 


<<: expert in war. But Arminius is likewiſe 


46 prudent, is moderate and circum ſpect in 
e the moſt proſperous caſe ; and that the 
Nomans are à ſoe not to bo flighted, theſe 
* very corſes of thy brave Cheriſci evince. 
* Ponder then the benefits of an equitable 
peace; ſurvey the havock and miſeries of 
* deſolating war: is there room for a mo- 

0 - ment's heſitation in the choice? Build 
| <6 not thy fame, generous Prince, on blood- 
7 ce ſtained laurels; : ſprings there not a purer 
5 c glory from cultivated ſciences, poliſhed 


manners, and enlarged commerce? Was 
« it for this Arminius headed our ſhining 


| . eagles ? ? Was it for this our ardent youth 
JM rejoiced to ſerve under thee ? .that thou 
= ſhouldeſt, in 'dread array, lead forth. ar- 
. mies of, anden iat us? Is not thy 
65 heroiſm 
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*© heroiſm the fruit of Roman education? 
c a conſideration ſurely not beneath thy re- 
% gard. Varus condeſcends now to make 


cc the firſt advances to à reconciliation; 


« this day would he quench the fire which 
thy tribes have kindled ; yet charge you 


c us with arnbition. Though the Roman 
camp has many enterpriſing and bold as 
„ Tarpeins, though Roman blood in battle 


& ſhed, ever produces a thouſand fold, yet 


retreat we: we are now quitting Sege/- 
«© thes's territories 3 ; and wilt thou perſiſt i in 
„ the horrid} POIs of war 2 


He ceaſed} his inſidious Aber but his 


diſſembling wiſage ſtill pleaded in his looks 
of humility {and regret. As a faithleſs fair 


confuſedly bſluſhes at her favourite's juſt re- 
ſentment, arhd by every art of feigned grief 


"ſeeks to reg in his abuſed love, but he un- 


© moved reje(s s her enſnaring endearments ; ; 
ſo Marcus o 15 nits no art | to impoſe on Ar- 


vi: mining 8 
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minius's honour, © but in vain: the hero's 
Dene, perceived the latent Nl. 


« Marcus,” ſaid «t | y compliments 
t are now out of time: Oh, that Tar- 
«« peius had thus diſcourſed | What carnage 
. would it have prevented To talk of 
peace when thy army takes the field ſeems 
ce mockery and inſult ! Yet, did you con- 
« fer with candour ? Did you ſhow your- 
6 * ſelves void of inſidious c deſigns ? Save” 


** Unexceptionable mark off ſincerity i in- 
«© deed] No, Romans, ſad xperience has 
on taught. the naked Gerna caution : I 


bp, - muſt tell thee, the perficly and depre- 
. . dations of Rome have kindled inex- 


5 4 2 tinguiſkiable 


GERMANIA FREED. 6; 


« tinguiſhable rage. As for the degene- 
ic rate Segeſibes, as he has experienced Ro- 
4% manu munificence, ſo ſhall he feel Ger- 
© man reſentment, This anſwer bear to 
« thy Prætor. Arminius's final determi- 
4 nation is to truſt the event to the fortune 
« of his arms“ | 


Having thus ſpoke, with contemptuous 
ſmile he turned his back on the mortifyed 
| Roman, The two princes returned, and 
martial dreams filled their hours of ſleep. 
The galling diſappointment allowed Mar- 
cus no reſt; he ſaw his reputation for per- 
ſuaſive talents overthrown, and the promi- 
ſed rewards withheld ; a reverſe which even 
to tears pierced his groveling heart. In 
conſcious magnanimity the hero maintains 
unclouded ſerenity, and Arminius in mild 
compoſure ſmiles at his firm repulſe, 


Rather let me with the free hero range 
the rugged woods, than the favourite of 2 
Vo. II. * lux 


ARMINIUS. 


luxurious prince fatter his vices; with him 
in the moſly cottage would I dwell, rather 

than by extorted gold ſhine in the glitter- 
ing hall. To ſuch a warriour, O muſe! 

conſecrate thy ſublimeſt lay: yet by the in- 
fernal plots of envy this  deliverer of his 
country dies. Alas, Germania to thy he- 
roes ever ungrateful ! Is it in puniſhment 
to this injuſtice. that ſo few Arminii have 
ariſen amongſt us. 
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commander in chief. i is choſen, and Segel⸗ 
thes pardoned out of regard to his daugb- 
ter. The Germans begin their march. 
Their ſeveral nations deſcribed. They come 
to the camp which the Romans had guitted. 
Segeſthes eſcapes to Varus, who marches 
ls. ſurpriſe the Germans. A terrible tom- | 
peſt ariſes, during which Varus is to make 
the attack in front, while Segeſthes tales 
them in the rear. A flaſh of lightening diſ- 
covers the” approach ef the Romans, on 


which the Germans prepare for action. 


ene 


CERMANTA FREED. 


ELESTIAL muſe, now raiſe the 
| ſong ; ſtrengthen my weak voice and 
enlarge my ideas! Without thee, vain would 
be my attempts to deſcribe the army which 
now filled the ſacred grove. Without thy 
aid I ſhould do injuſtice to the merit of 
freedom's brave W 


8 had the lucid morn Fey off the 
ſhade of night from the embrowned earth, 


and to action called forth the inhabitants 


bf. 2 regions, when the winged choriſt- 
F 3 ert 
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ers in various notes broke the fatigued lead- 


er's repoſe. A murmur, not unlike the 


diſtant roar. of a ſtream, amidft obſtructing 


Nones, ſtrikes Arminius's alarmed ear: he 


| liſtens, and rejoices in it, as a prelude that 
the riſing ſun would ſee glorious proofs of 


German valour, of patriotiſm triumphant, 
and of tyranny's mercenaries routed, ſlaugh- 


tered, and driven out of the land ſo unjuſt- 
ly invaded. 


Aſſiſt me, Urania, in ſuggeſting to me 
the names of the heroes who on this im 
portant occaſion appeared in arms to avenge 


their country's wrongs. Among them the 
firſt was RH, chief of the Catti, who 
thus with haughty mien urged his aſpiring 
claim. Arminius, thy army, either my- 


ce ſelf or thee muſt head; this day the 
&« chief command' ſhould be ſettled, and 


« who equal to the taſk but thou or me? 


„No rival haſt thou, myſelf excepted 1 
60 and: ſhould the _ not chooſe 'me, I 


— 
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of my own authority chooſe thee : but | 
, upon condition that one of the wings 


ec ſhall be under my command; otherwiſe 
e expect me not tamely to reſign the gene- 
<< Sean ID 


Arminius knowing his 7 55 with a ſmile 
aſſured him that his deſire ſhould be grati- 
fyed, and both with a joyous air advance 
towards the arrayed troops. On Arminius's 
head ſhone a ſteel helmet, the ſnowy plume 
its only ornament; a prominent breaſt co- 


vers that heroick heart, which for Germa- 


nia's welfare now braved the hewing blade 


and miſſile javelin; from his ſide hung that 
ſword, ſo oft diſtained with hoſtile blood, 


and which ever pointed to victory; on his 
arm was flung his long tryed ſhield, de- 
formed with many a bruiſe, in cloſe fight 
n vow never loft *. Such were the 

1 A accoutre- 


: Þ l — ** Ta aces, to loſe the ſhield ; is 
2 a very great diſgrace among them; ſo that they 
F 4 1 
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accoutrements of the gallant Arminius, and 


from his triumphant looks the ſpirited 
bands preſaged ſucceſs and glory; and true 
their preſages: the hero ſeconded his ani- 
mating looks with more animating deeds, 


inſpiring an ardour into their ſouls, which 


| only flame the more at oppoſition. 


a Thouſands now acclaiming, attend the 
hero ®, and brandiſhing their ſun · burnt 


arms aloft in the air, at once diſplayed their 


ſwords and their ſpears ; acroſs their breaſt 


whoſe misfortune it hath been, never haye the 


face to appear in publick ; and many, to pre - 


vent reproach, have TOE ads on ** 
„ | 


'* Pritices were e ebtideret abi to their 


Arength : hae dignitas. Their grandear con. 
fiſted in having abbut them a number of welk 


made and bold young men, who in time of 


peace formed the main body of their court, and 
in war attended them in the field: in pace decus, 


in Belli præſidium. Barrs, vol, i. P, 10. 
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ran an iron chain, worn by a military vow 
to efface their diſgrace, The ſight of this 
ignominious badge adds ſtrength to free- 
dom's call, and the head of a renowned 
foe purchaſes exemption from it. "Theſe 
Raſtolf follows; his port and his garb attract 
each eye, and kindle high ideas of his fu- 
ture exploits: but ſoon to Arminius the 
general admiration returns; by his eaſy 
mildneſs he reconciles their hearts; and 
confident in his well-known valour, all wiſh 
under him to engage. With one ſuffrage, 
generals, officers, and ſoldiery call out, 
= An Arminius) Be Arminius our com- 


10 mander ! Lead us on, Arminius | What 
6 we are able to do under Arminius, the 
© Romans to their coſt already know.“ 
One ſpirit ſeemed to actuate the various 
tribes, and unanimity, expteſſive of hea- 


ven's will, and the homage due to wp ſu- 
periout merit, 


4 ARMINIU S, e 


All theſe things Diſcord ſaw, while her 
malignant heart rankled with fell revenge 
and ſoreſt pain at her baffled ſchemes ; 
ber aim being no leſs than to rend the di- 


vided world to its foundations. The reſt- 
leſs fiend therefore again meditates new de- 


| "_ within her deſtructive n ; 


The hero now r. Segolben 's \ guilt be⸗ 
fore the indignant tribes ; but at the ſame 
time commemorates his proweſs, and la- 
ments the prevalence of Rome's: ſeduce- 
ments over a chief endued with great ta- 


lents. To the aſſembly of princes alſo he 


: condeſcends to refer his ſentence, though 
on that ſentence depended his own happi- 
neſs and woe. « Princes,” ſaid he, * 
<« my zeal againſt Segeſthes s crimes has any 
0 merit with you, ſpare the virtuous Thuſ- 


<« nelde thoſe bitter pangs, that rankling 
4e grief, in which a ſentence of rigid juſ- 


* tice would involve her. Spare the fa- 


4 cher his forſeited life, for the daughter's 
„ ſake. 
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ſake. I have already ſhown my deteſta- 
tion of his guilt; I now intercede ſor cle- 


mency towards him. Dear and ſacred 
is the tie which unites me to every Ger- 
nan, but the ruling principle of all my 
actions is love for my country. To this 
early have I been devoted, and by vow 
have I confirmed it as a duty, Stedfaſt 
and ardent is my purpoſe to maintain 
it; yet has not patriotiſm baniſhed all 


ſenſation of love from my breaſt, and 
well ſurely may one with the other com- 


port. Thuſneld:, princes, if ſhe be ſuch 
| as my eſteem repreſents her, will repair 
all her father's crimes, and ſecond my 
* zeal for liberty, Women of her noble 
turn of mind have often been known to 
inflame the battle, and rouſe the droop- 


ing courage of warriours.“ 


.4 


Never had motion been received with 


more unanimity in a German aſſembly; all 


4 | | agree 


fence to their 2 chief. 
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agtee to ſpare the father's life to the 


daughter's virtue, The abaſhed traitor 


hears the clement vote; yet even in this 8 


juncture of joy and gratitude, Diſcord en- 
venoms his Tartarian ſoul. To Arminius 


he takes the military oath, but in words; his 


tongue promiſed fidelity, his mind broods 


miſchief: through him Diſcord raiſes a de- 
fiructive tempeſt, | 


| | The intrepid German now with ſhouts 
advances from the grove into the open 
field expecting inſtant war; never did Ar- 
minius appear more a hero! No receſs eſ- 
capes his piercing eye, to ſtratagem or 
force bidding a noble defiance. The ene- 


my not appearing, he changes the form of 


his march, and contracts the ranks; the 
tumultuous motions of the various tribes 
ſoon terminates in order. The hero aſſigns 


them each their precedence, and directs 


their movements: all march in regular _ 
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A body of horſe compoſe the van, dex - 
terous to fight at the ſame time that they 
retreat; by a well feigned flight oft had 
they deceived even a cautious enemy, Theſe 
Arminius, as moſt alert in bringing ſpeedy 


advice, ſends before, while himſelf leads 
on the bold Cheruſci ®. Ardent they fol- 


low, regardleſs of their native hutsz a 
people formed of a very adverſe diſpoſition, 
of repofe and commotion equally fond, ſtre- 
nuous and hardy in the field, and after a 


ſucceſsful war, immerſing themſelves in 


al the nnn of coarſe a 


= There was ſomething terrible in the bare : 


appearance of the Cheruſct. They were much 
Jarger than other people, with broad breaſts 


and ſhoulders, and a face near a foot ſquare; 


yet the nofe very ſmall and preſſed inwards, 
ſo as not to be ſeen but when ſtanding near 
them ; their aſpe& wild and crue!, but excel- 
lent horſemen, and very dexterous at the ſpear, 
Barre, vol. i. p. 117. After Ar minius's time 


they degenerated, and fell under the Caiii. 


4 and 
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and indelicate diſſoluteneſs. I heir cou- 


rage was ferocious, and terrible their form; 
broad riſing ſhoulders diſplaying themſelves 
behind, while a full prominent breaſt, 


with a ſquare and broad countenance, and 
an enormous length of noſe, appeared be- 
| fore. Rb: . SS TY „ 1.8 


; The | Marf * next take place, a people 
_ dwelling in fens and marſhy grounds, by 


which ſecured, they inſolently defyed all 
other powers, but a conquerour's ſword at 


laſt reached them. Though their name 


| ſpeaks their origin, and with no honourable 
diſtinction, yet they ennoble it by valiant 


deeds. None more forward than they to ruſh 
on danger, none ſtrike with a more ner- 


vous arm; ingenious amidſt rudeneſs, they 


» The Marfi bordered on the Bruzri, Cell: | 


3 Orb. Ant. Tacit. lib. ii. c. 5. They in- 


habiteda part of Vhpbalia, and the biſhoprick 


of Paderborn, __ vol. i. p. 28. 
8 | con- 
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convert the ſickle into the cleaving ſabre. 


Even a Roman ſword is ſcarce a better wea- 
pon, and as it once levelled the yielding | 
corn, now it lays low the oppoſing ene- 
my. 94 | | hd 


Numerous bands from the gelid north , 
fired with precipitate indignation againſt 
unknown invaders now poured down. Sel- 


dom in their pathleſs woods had clear day | 


viſited them, ſo that their feeble eyes could 


ſcarce bear the unobſtructed light of the 


open fields; ſwift along the green ſward 
their feet move nimbly, and even their 


ſavageneſs, with pleaſure, views the plants 


and flowers that deck their chearful 

way. 8 1 e 
From thoſe dreary climes where, to the 

Cerulean main, the Elle rolls its lucid 


 * Theſe were the Friſi, who afterwards be- 


came more known. Their abode was a part 
of Holland. Barre, vol. i. p. 22. 


waves, 
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| wayes, and where, in ſmokey cabins, the 
| ſwarthy German drinks a brackiſh water; 
where, on the thick ice, amidſt gloom and 


ſnow, the piercing north erects it throne, 
came the Saxons , whoſe very appearance, 


even before they wielded their huge wea- 


| pons, ſtruck terrour into the aſtoniſhed foe. 


Succeeding times ſaw their numberleſs hoſts 


covering the neighbouring lands, and greedy 
of fame and conqueſt, crofling the perilous 


Under giegmund march a thouſand horſe, 


in compleat armour graced ; Siegmund the 
gallant ſon of an infamous father! But a 


* In loco artem Foſorum Saxones memarat, 
qus validiflima gens poſtea evaſit Ptolemæus, 


ſupra collum ingenit Cimbrice Cherſoneſi; ſunt 


| Saxones, qua cauſa eft ut Foſi Claveria, ſint 


ipſi Saxones. Cell. Net. Orb. Ant. Tit. lib. ii. 
c. 5. The Saxon inhabited Halſeim, as far as 
| Fatland, and all the coaſt from the mouth of 
the Elbe to the Rhine, Barre, vol. i. p. 23. 
* 
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father's guilt ſtimulates the ſon to higher 
eminence; with horrour he ſees the brand, 
and by illuſtrious deeds labours to efface it. 


= His father was Segeſtbes, who now received 


his ill· employed life from Thuſnelde's charms. 
The beauteous maid heightened the pomp, 
mounted on a courſer which ſeemed to be 
ſenſible of its illuſtrious rider, The gal- 
lant nymph ſhines in armour all ſtudded 
over with gold; gorgeous her quiver, a 
gift from corrupting Rome; and from her 
twanging bow every arrow flew fraught 
with death, and with a ſwiftneſs which 


overtook the winged bird in its moſt rapid 


flight. The martial weapons her fair hands 
wielded with a graceful addreſs ; the wild 
boar, the wolf, the bear, her ſure lance 
had oft pierced; and now was it to pierce 
Gerniania's foes ; a ſplendid weapon, with 
rich metals and curious gems exquiſitely 
inlaid. Thuſnelde confining her magnifi- 


| cence ſolely to arms, and abhotring gold 
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as her country's bane, no coſtly ornaments 
or jewels ever excited in her boſom one 
wiſh. But where are the Thuſneldes of our 
times! A purple ribbon, the hero's gift, 
ſent as the ſpoil of the enemy, and diftained | 

with blood, bound her hair. Gold ang 
diamonds now adorn the ringlets of our fair 
ones, and the rugged North itſelf affects 
| ſhow and delicacy. Dh 


Arminius alone was worthy of Thuſnelde, 
and ſhe of him. Never is virtue duely 
prized but by virtue: to which of them the 
balance of merit inclined, the moſt curi- 
ous eye could not decide. The hero ſee- j 
ing his charming bride advance, with her : 
valiant brother's well-appointed bands, from 
the ſight of her derived an ardour and ſpirit 
| ſuperiour to all his former feelings. Vir- 
tue and courage are not irreconcileable ene- | 
mies to love; and of all the virtues, the latter | 
is the favourite of the fair. Even natural ti- | 
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midity is oft rouſed by love to acts of de- 
ſperate valour ; but when the lion's fierce- 
neſs is inflamed by love, how dreadful the 
havock it makes | Thus blazed Arminius's 
valour at ſight of his fair Thuſnelde ; het 
charms moved even the haughty Raſ- 


tolf himſelf; Raſtelf, whoſe ſavage army 
marched onward with lowering front, while 


native rage flowed in their ruthleſs breaſts. 
The earth groaned at every ſtep they took; 
the woods and air rang with the leader's 


imperious tread ; for the cholerick and firey 
heart betrays itſelf by the outward carriage, 
by a look or motion, or even by the ſtill 


| attitude. Arminius had gratifyed him with 


the command of one of the wings, and this 


command was the fierce corps which now 


advanced under its fiercer leader, It was 
compoſed of the Catti, who dwelled along 
the Fulda, and in the gloomy Hartz, in 
whoſe rich entrails the kind gods had then 
preſerved unviolated, thoſe ſeductive trea- 

>= 5 ſures 
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ſures, in purſuit of which the debauched 
Roman braves oppoſing hoſts, and when 
gained is as laviſh of; thoſe treaſures after 
which all ranks thirſt with inſatiate eager- 


neſs, and which kindle a flame even in the 
prieft's conſecrated heart. 


7 


Fired at freedom's glorious call, the 
Chauci and Hermunduri join the hero; 
and as their country borders on the Che- 
ruſci, they follow them in the march. 
Their bodies a black bear's ſkin covers, 
hideous uniform! yet ſtalk they, proud of 
the villous raiment, and their fole weapon 


is a broad ſword. Arminius had reclaimed 


their brutal impetuoſity in war, and intro- 


duced diſcipline and order among them, 


hence, naturally wild and lawleſs, are they | 
no ſo obſervant of command, the ſoldier's 


* The country of the Hermunduri was part 
of the Palatinate ; Bavaria, V. egtland, Miſnia, 
and pt ot. 7 buringia. Barre, vol. i. p. 22. 


ſecond 
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ſecond quality, and perhaps the firſt, that 
a word, a ſign from him, controls all their 


18 
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1 
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As Neptune riding over the tumultuous 
waves, with his trident aſſuages the en- 
raged deep, ſo that all its fury ſubſides be- 
fore his tremendous ſhell, and his fierce ſea- 
horſes ſhaking their dripping manes, own the 

commanding deity ; or, as the ſubmiſſive 
floods form a cerulean held, while the 
god ſmiling views the liquid plains, pleaſed 
with the ſmoothneſs of his watery domain, 
the ready effect of his reſpected trident ; 
ſuch a divine delight now ſwelled the hero's 
breaſt, ſuch charms does command carry 
along with it, ſo ſtrong the thirſt of power. 
Even in Siegmar himſelf, by length of years 
and various experience wiſe, the dignity of 


his heroick ſon kindled emotions too ſtrong 


to be concealed, . «< My worthy fon,” 
cryed he, ©© how difficult I now find it to 
« refrain tears, the tears of exalted pride ! 

LF 83 „ 
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«© On occaſions like this, a man is raiſed 1 
ee to ſome reſemblance of a god. Deligbt- 


* ful is the burthen of ſuch a charge] Does 
<« the purple then make us gods! Receives 
ee worth any increaſe of dignity from roy- 
«alty! Shines forth virtue in her divine 
e luſtre and eſſential beauty only when 
e ſeated on a throne, when amidſt the 
« enſigns of majeſty ſhe hurls her vindic- 
e tive bolts againſt audacious vice 

« Seldom have princes a due ſenſe of their 
« dignity ; the dazzling glitter of the dia- 
e dem confines their ſight; pomp infatuates 
te the mind. Reflect, O kings, on the glo- 
&« ry of making nations happy, and of che- 
*« riſhing affectionate ſubjection with pater- 


* nal care. To you the ſubject devotes his 


4e toils, his courage, his fortune, and his 
c health; what returns have ye not to make 
s for ſuch ſacrifices? Then convert not 
power, ſubſtituted for the general good, 
6 to ſelfiſh views; ſo abuſed, it brings 


« down 


P 
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ne al le e 40 the heed: of the 


6 poſſeſſor, and injuſtice always terminates 
% in ruin.“ 


Arminius, though he rejoiced in the dig- 
nity of his ſtation, yet had he alſo a deep 
ſenſe of its duties; the welfare of mankind 
he ſaw ſo connected with them, that he 
lamented Cz/ar's tyranny. Oh!” cryed 


he, „ that thou hadſt been influenced by 


ce the charms of gentle virtue, and not 
„ been miſled by the. falſe rays of glory, 
then wouldſt thou not have been lifted 
up above thyſelf, Reputation gained by 
unnatural ſlaughter, to a lover of virtue, 
muſt appear horrid ; wert thou one, the 
name of firſt citizen had been thy fa- 
yourite title. It is by perpetual acts of 
bounty, and not by devaſtation, that 


the gods invite our affection and wor- 
60 ſhip.“ a 
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| To theſe intrepid warriours ane a 
band of faithful women , who, to ſbare 
their huſbands toil, quitted the delights of 
domeſtick ſafety, No inſtruments were 
they of enervating debauchery ; with Jooks 
and words oft did they animate to ſucceſs- 
ful perſeverance in the fight, and to check 
the timorous novice's retreat, they place 
their children and themſelves in the front 


of danger. The keen reproach inſpires them 


with a courage unfelt before, and nature 
calls forth. i in them her utmoſt efforts. The 


blood · ſtained huſband, when returned from 
battle, is received by his courageous wife 
with an enlivening ſmile ; ſhe waſhes his 
ſweaty body.from the duſt of the field, and 


The wives were inſeparable companions to 
their huſbands; they even followed them to 
war. In that againſt the Romans the camp was 
their country, They married with thoſe on 
their ſide; and the ceremony was celebrated 
with Scythian and martial dances, Barre, vol. i. 
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ſoments his wounds, intermingling with the 
kind office expreſſions of love and pleaſantry. 
In their buts ſpring up a new race of war- 
riours, whoſe tender limbs are formed to 
martial exerciſes ; and the ſpirited daughter 
dances there unterrifyed amidft ſwords and 
ſpears, and amidſt weapons they celebrate 
their very marriages, Arms are their por- 
tion ; a war-horſe their nuptial gift: thus is 
their wild virtue perpetuated even by love; 
while the German infant is trained up 
amidſt war and blood, ſtrengthening the 
. vigorous mother's principles which eager he 
imbibed at her breaſt, and bold innocence 
completes the child into a hero. That 
with more ſwiftneſs alſo he may throw the 
ſpear in battle, early is he taught to piercs 
the flying wolf. 


Thus marched the German bands to- 
wards the Roman camp, where late the 
debauched legions, all ſenſe of honour ba- 
niſhed, ſlept under ſplendid tents, in luxu- 


ys 
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ry's enervating arms; and in forcing which | 
German courage had promiſed itſelf a wor- 
thy object. They ſhouted at the diſtant 
view; but approaching, wonder at the 
ſilence within, and more till when they 
find the camp empty. With admiration 
they behold the fixed tents, the order, the 
ſplendour, and the defenſes of the circuit. 
Here the hero reſts his ſpirited troops, and 
avails himſelf of the enemy's art. 


The wary leader, who ſurveyed every 
circumſtance with his own eyes, leaving 
nothing to report, himſelf now ſees the 
rear march into the camp; ſmall was the 
train of baggage they brought with them. 
Guards are poſted on the neighbouring 
| heights ; and to Edmund alone privy to his | 
moſt ſecret purpoſes, and well deſerving his | 
confidence, he. gives theſe conciſe orders: 
“ Should the enemy appear on that fide, 

* reinforce that "panty with your, whole | 
| 5 ce corps; 
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% corps; as to your own poſt, I rely on 
your vigilance.” The ſun began now 
to decline in the golden tinged heavens, 
faintly ſcattering forth the remains of lucid 
day; when the quarters are aſſigned to each 
corps, and the wearyed troops ſoon ſink into 
refreſhing ſleep. All theſe motions Sege/thes 
ſaw, and with malignant ſmile obſerved; 
but in treachery and craft too deeply im- 
merſed to indulge repoſe. An eſcape to 
Varus employed his plotting imagination, 
and by wicked addreſs he T his 
pernicious dolign.. | 


Already had Varus, ardent his paſt re- 
miſſneſs to repair, ordered his troops to 
arms; and Marcus laughing at the Ger- 
mans incautious ſimplicity, and their un- 
timely ſleep, propoſes a ſurpriſe: Thus, 
ſaid he, „ ſhall one bold ſtroke at once 
„ quell theſe ſavages, and drive back their 


Fe a hero's threats on his own tur- 


1 bulent | 
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cc rela head.“ As when in the clefte! 


rock concealed, the eagle with glaring eye 


catches its prey, ſo Varus his envenomed 


look turns towards the German hoſt, when 


lo! towards him approaches the perjured 


ingrate Segeſtbes, whom Varus haſtily thus 
greets: No reward, worthy Prince, is 


too great for thy zeal; ſay, what ſhall 


« Rome do for thee? Wouldſt thou have 
it the Cheruſei, the Catti, and the Chauci D 


ic added to thy ſubjects? or does any other 


« country more engage thy wiſh ? Only 
& aſk, and whilſt Rome from her ſeven : 
& hills beholds the conquered world, no 


& boon ſhall the faithful Sege/thes demand 
<<, which the mighty Ceſar will not grant, 
« and againſt the envious attempts of Ger- 


© na power will he maintain thy acqui- 
* ſitions. va 


This Rattered/the arrogant chief his baſe | 


— 


bireling with a choice of dominions. Se- 


ge/thes was to be Germania's potent King; 


yet 
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yet not lefs Ron's ſervile dependent. The 
crown was to adorn his front; the higheſt | 

dignity purchaſed by the blackeſt guilt, trea- 
chery againſt his country! Thus each of them 
forges ſhackles for freedom's princely cham- 
pions ; each flatters the other's preſ! umptive 
hopes, and both meditate the conqueſt of 
each other. Vurus intends, when the pre- 
ſent war ſhall be extinguiſhed, to involve 
Sege efthes in the general ruin; and Segeſibes, 


with his augmented power, purpoſed the 
maſſaere and expulſion of all foreign bands. 


But behold the gracious will of heaven 
_ favours the ſecure tribes. From the vapoury 
weſt 'a cloud big with ſtorms advances : 
the rolling thunder ſhakes the dreadful me- 
teor, while the livid flaſh flames through 
the gloomy atmoſphere, and the four ele- 
ments wage tumultuous war. Whole cata- 
racts of rain pour down, ſulphureous fires 
dart along the mt ground, all nature 
labours 
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labours in deſtructive convulſions. Where 
then is Roman fortitude ! How were the ſu- 
perſtitious invaders ſtruck with terrour when 
the lightening to ſhivers reduced one of 
| their eagles, and flew the ſtandard-bearer ! 

Trembling and aghaſt, numbers of them 

turn their backs to fly; and the ſhame was 
now. becoming general, when Segeſi hes, 
with grim aſpect, and geſture of furious 
intrepidity, kindled again in their ſouls 
their extinguiſhed courage : the fling of 
a foreigner's reproach revived the Roman 
pride. 


„ Noble Varus,“ ſaid Sege/thes, “ the 
« gods declare for us.” He whoſe flagitious 
mind denyed the exiſtence of gods, who 
had violated the moſt ſacred ties, and to 
his ambition now ſacrificed this very coun- 
try which honeſt nature entitled to his ten 
derneſs and protection; The gods,” ſaid 
he, © declare for us ; they, by theſe flames, 
8 8 « point 
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cc point out to you the objects of your re· 
86 venge. There is a flaſh! 


It gave you 
6% a full view of their advanced guards: 
& come on then, let us quicken our march, 
„and this lucky tempeſt ſhall add to the 
« horrours of the aſſault.” Varus, nettled 
at the ſuperiour bravery of a German, col- 
| lets all his ardour, and Sege/thes aſſiſts it 
with counſels. Yarus,” reſumed he, 
* place a body of veterans under my com- 
e mand, and the bluſtering Arminius ſhall 
ce ſoon feel what Roman valour can achieve. 
«© J will ſtake my life on the ſucceſs, Tt 
« is on their rear that I propoſe to fall ; 
“ your's be the honour of attacking them 
« in front.” Varus approves the plan: the 
| propoſed diviſion is made; and now the 
legions, to expiate their late offenſe, ap- 
plaud their leader, and call the gods to 


witneſs, that they will neither take nor give 
quarter, | 


Arminius, 
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Arminius, amidſt the firey terrours which 
| ſwept along the hiſſing air, wakeful, and 
on important thoughts intent, ſends for 
Raftelf, who with intrepid alacrity joins 
him. Now, brave Prince, ſaid he, 
ce will we viſit our but · poſts, and ſee whe- 
ther they keep a good watch, and pay 
* a punctual obedience to our caution 
< againſt a ſurpriſe, Evil oft betides 
ic him who confides in the ſoldier's vigi- 


c Jance; the officer himſelf ſinks into re- 


= miſſneſs, when no ſuperiour is nigh.” 
Amidſt the impetuous rain and blinding 
flaſh the two warriours go the rounds, and 
praiſe the vigilance they find at every poſt; 
The tempeſt raged, but the hardy German 
retreated not from his ſtation, | 


The adventurous Romans now drew near 
to the out-guards, when by a flaſh the 
wide expanſe ſeemed kindled into a blaze. 
Arminius ſees Varus in rich accoutrements, 
animating his diſmayed hoſt ; ſees the glit- 

j 1 tering 
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tering eagles; obſerves with what cautious 
ſilence the troops haſten towards the heights, 
and the preparations making for the two 

attacks. Raſtolf,” ſaid he, inſtant aſ- 
<« ſemble the divided guards; and myſelf will 
ce ſtraight. get the main body under arms: 
I expect every thing from thy well-known 
& courage.” Having thus ſpoken, the 
hero ſolicitous puſhes for the lumbering 
camp, Where all, at their beloved chief- 
tain's call, ſtart up alert for action; and 
at his command again all proſtrate them- 
ſelves cloſe on the ground, and ſilent wait, 
not ſo much as a breath being heard. Ra/- 
rolf, expert in war, joins them with ſilent 
haſte, and is every where preſent, holding 
doth wings in readineſs, but mute, as if 
Rill locked in the arms of ſleep. Siegmar 
alſo, forgetful of his old age, ſhows him- 
ſelf, eager to crown his former glory by a 
| decifive encounter, 
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So on the fertile banks of the ſlimy 
Nile, lies the enſharing crocodile, coun- 
terfeiting Nleep, till the miſtaken. traveller 
_ paſſing by with incautious ſtep becomes its 
prey; ſo the wiley tiger, ſtretched out on 
the ground as dead, entices the eagle to 
ſtoop to its carcaſe, which thus is devoured 
f w its expected. . 


An aweful e now fled the duſky 
air, ſave when the increaſing thunders 
rattled in the bellowing valley: even the 
owꝛl, to darkneſs inured, trembled; and 
the fierceſt beaſts ſhrink within their holds. 
The very eagles, which in their bold flight 
dare the beamy ſun, now wildly ſoar, or 
with horrid ſcream, daſh againſt the earth, 
blinded, by the repeated flaſhes, Whilſt the 


- wide atmoſphere thus ſhook with inceſlant 


eals of thunder, and the lightenings hiſ⸗ 
ſed through deluging ſhowers, accurſed 
- Diſord, whoſe eyes ſparkle at calamitous 
ohjects, bids defiance to the tempeſtuous 
| ties, 
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ies, and deſcending to the earth in à ſul- 
phureous cloud, fit vehicle for fo malig- 
nant a deity, aſſumes a peaſant's diſguiſe; 


his garb, his gait, and ruſtick voice. Un- 
der this form ſhe haſtens to Seggfthes, of- 


feting to ſhow him by- ways for the ſure 


execution of his ſcheme. The traitour 
gladly puts himſelf under the guidance of 


the imaginary peaſant, who led him through 


unknown paths and concealing woods, to 
within a ſmall diſtance of the camp. 


Here Sege/thes waited the joyful hour 
which was to deliver a ſceptre into his 
hand, and extend his ſway over vanquiſhed 


nations; but the provident Arminius de- 
feats his certainty. To ſecure the rear of 
his army, he poſts in that part a corps of 


veterans, grown familiar with dangers, who 


with look ſerene and reſolute ſtep, march 


through ditches, woods, and fords, eager 
to force the embattled foe, To theſe he 


alſo adds a band of vigorous youths, hete 
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to make their firſt eſſay in arms, who in- 
experienced pant for the battle, as a no- 
velty, The hero now wonders, that on 
ſuch a ſudden alarm, Sege/thes, ſo verſed 
in. reſources, makes not his appearance 
among the reſt. Great minds are not apt 
to ſuſpect; but on the contrary are often 
too ſlow for their own ſafety 3 that Sege/thes, 
after the ſacredneſs of an oath, his forfeited 
life ſpared, and the heroick example of his 
ſon, and even of his fair daughter in the 
field, ſhould be guilty of ſuch atrocious 
perfidy, he cannot ſurmiſe. Seeing Sieg- 
mar armed, he ſays to him, Honoured 
<< father, and venerable hero, ſince thou wilt 
ce ſhare with us the glories and dangers of 
_ £6 this important day, to thee I commend 
* my dear Thuſnelde, and in her my life: 
4 reſtrain her from following the ardour of 
ce her courage; entreat her, for Arminius's 
< ſake, not to expoſe herſelf to danger be- 
« yond the juſt call of honour.” Turn- 


ing then to the Princeſs, | 
Do” 8 | * My 
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My fair Thuſnelde,” faid he, © to 
& thee I entruſt my father, and ſhould 


e the enemy penetrate thus far, defend his 
« feeble age, and ſhow the world what fe- 


60 male valour can do: „ Thus to both 


recommending each other's preſervation, 
and in both kindling equal courage and af- 
fection. Now borne on his ſwift ſteed, 
aweful as the god of war, the hero haſtens 
to where his preſence was moſt required. 
A ſhout of victory, too haſty preſumption ! 


proclaims the enemy's near approach. The 


Germans, fired at the inſult, roſe to charge, 


and ſcarce could their adored chief himſelf | 


confine within proper bounds their danger- 
ous impetuoſity. 


As two adverſe ſtorms pent within denſe 


clouds, meet in dreadful ſhock, the clouds 


burſting, the exploſion ſhakes the firma- 


ment, thunders roar and lightenings flaſh 
in conteſt, all the air ſeems confliting fire, 
; E + © : nor 
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nor 8 the horrour till the r 
materials are conſumed ; fo in furious up- 
. Toar cloſe the Romans, confident of the 
ſuppoſed ſurpriſe, With a wild cry of war 
they preſs on, while the bold Germans repell 
the attack. Dire was the ſhock of the two 
hoſts; the whole expanſe ſhook with the 
ſtormy war. Arminius, however, ſoon brake 
the confuſed Romans, who as ſuddenly fall 
again on the Germans. Now both amazed 
haſtily retreat, till in both armies the regu- 
lar ſignal is given for action. Then under 
heaven's firey cope raged Romans and Ger- 
mans, ſtorm and tempeſt, in mingled fight. 
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ARGUMENT ro BOOK x. 


Raſtolf routs the Moors. Arminius reſcues 
the chief of the Chauci. Diſcord ſhows 
Segeſthes the mot advantageous way : he 
falls on the rear of the camp, but is oppoſed 

y Siegmar and Thuſnelde. The daugh- 
ter, amidſt the darkneſs, breaks her father's 
helmet, after which both faint. In the 
mean time Arminius gains the advantage. 
Funeral of Siegmar, who is ſlain by Se- 
geſthes. The Germans continue their 
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O R, 
GERMANIA FREE. 
DAS TOL F, with his fierce Catti, im- 


petuouſly charges from the left wing, 
while Arminius haſtens to the ſtaggering 


rear. There many a daring foe falls by his 


dexterous arm; and even the timorous who 
were retreating, his keen rebukes and ſuc-- 


ceſsful example animate to renew the fight. 


How many aQions worthy of fame's loftieſt 
notes had then ſunk into filent oblivion, 
had not the ſtreaming flaſhes every moment 
diffuſed light through the tumultuous field ! 
Triumphant Raftoff, in the midſt of his 

career, 
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career, a career to many a Roman fatal, re- 


ceives a blow from a poiſoned blade. A | 


baſe Numidian had dipped his weapon in a 


dragon's venom, and horrid was the death 
of all who fell victims to his barbarity. For 


no ſooner had his laſhed javelin given the 
intended wound, than his expert arm, with 
effort ſwift, withdrew it again for 9 
8 N | 


But from Raſlilf*s well-tempered ſhield 


the infernal weapon rebounds, and the hero, 


with rapid fury, prevents a ſecond emiſ- 


ſion of the recovered ſpear, with the Moor's 
ſooty gore Raining the thirſty ſand. The 
vrreteh who before loudly boaſted the num- 
bers ſlain by his envenomed weapon, now 
- gnaſhing his teeth with grim agony, ex- 
pires in uncouth murmurs. A Libyan, con- 
_ Hident of his kill to launch the miſſive ja- 
velin, or wield the ſword, advances next, 
eager to gain that glory in which the fell 


Numidian had failed: vain arrogance! One 
| | ſtroke 
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ſtroke of Ralo Hs blade ſevers his grinning 
head from the trunk, which long heaved ö 


with convulſive writhings. Treumund, thou 
worthy leader of the dauntleſs Chauci, how 


ſhall my muſe recount thy deeds! The 


numbers which thy rapid ſword mows 


down! But ſad reverſe of war! Marcus 


haſtens to oppoſe thy reſiſtleſs fury, and 


bravely kills the leader's firey ſteed. In 
its fall it rolls over the hero, on which 


the queſtor inftantly diſmounts, with mur- 


therous intent, and had now obſcured the 


grand luminary of war, but that Armi- 


nius here ſteps in opportunely to oppoſe 
him : ill however the brave Roman. con- 


tinues his efforts, and wreaks his . 
on meaner objects. 


| Paw now dreading the conſequences of 
a confuſed action, and enraged to find bis 
ſurpriſe baffled by the hero's vigilance, 


retains no longer any hope but from Se- 


ge/ihes's age. In this view he ſtill 
animates 
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animates the haughty 8 Romans, who in- 
flamed at the unexpected reſiſtance they 
met with, had long urged the conteſt to its 


higheſt pitch, till deſpair at length ſlackened 
their nerves. Fell Diſcord exulted while 


here Deſtiny held the ſcale balanced, crouds 
of intermingled foes being ſlain in the con- 
tention to force it on their fide. Sege/th-;, 
| in the mean time, unobſerved, had reach- 


| ed the trench which ſurrounded the camp; 


his. band ſupport each other in their en- 
deavours to mount the aſpiring rampart ; 


but a ſhower of darts damps the bold aſ. 


ſailants : they renew the charge again, but 
horrid the ſlaughter ! and the carcaſſes filling 
the trench, expoſe their avengers ſtill more 
to the Oy Weapon. 


„ Shopiiar, with renovated ardour, animates 
his men; and the active Thuſnelde ſprings 
on the rampart, calling out to follow: 
her ſex and her form a powerful incentive 
| = 40 
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to imitation. Segeſthes, thou ſo falſe to thy 
oath and to thy country, what ſtruggling 


paſſions now flame in thy boſom at thy 


heroick daughter's voice! Wildly he ruſhes 
forward, and with his own hands fixes a 
ladder againſt the rampart. . * For ſhame, 
% Romans,” cryed he, to be thus re- 
<< -pelled by a decrepid old man and a girl! 
« Come on! on! For your honour's ſake 
« advance, and ſlay them both at one on- 
« ſet, ſo ſhall the day then be your own.“ 


| Thus ſaying, all-furious he leads the 
way, till a huge ſtone precipitates him 


from the very ſummit of the rampart: yet 


ſuch ill is his fermenting rage, that it 
overcame his reaſon, and ſenſe of the pain- 


ful contuſion he received; and ſoon again 
is he ſeen, with unabated violence, lead- 


ing the Romans on againſt the leſt wing; 
but the German vigour ſuſtained the ſhock, 
Oh, that reflective age, and not firey 


youth had borne the command! Oh, that 7 
of the 
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the pomp of victory had not dazzled the 
victor! Indeed, were the charms of glory 
leſs brilliant, fewer would court her through 
ſuch toils and hazards, and what numbers 
have fallen in the airy purſuit ! Ofc too 
feeble victory eludes our ſtrong hopes, el- 
capes aur hands, and not the beſt blood la- 
viſhly effuſed can retrieve her ; ſo fared it, 
alas! upon this occaſion, Leumund, im- 

petuous youth, diſdaining a courage merely 
_ defenſive, as unproductive of honour, burns 
to face the enemy in opep ground, and thus, 
with enthuſiaſtick clamour, and brandiſh- 
ing high his ſword, calls aloud, “ Fellow 
„ ſoldiers ! Shall Germans ſkulk behind a 
<« rampart, becauſe ſecured by a deep 
6 trench! What, are ye afraid then to 
<« come to blows | Were Arminius here, 
c or the glorious Arioviſpus, what would 
* they ſay to you of ſuch timidity? You 
ee promiſed better things, and now is the 
time for performance, Come on, ye 
. e who 
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ho are men of ſpirit ; let all true Ger- 


60 man follow 1 me.“ 


The 8 6275 traitor obſerves ty impatient 
youth, and by an enſnaring retreat, ftimu- 
lates him to deſtruQtive temerity. All Leu- 


mund's corps, ſtung with the reproach of 


their leader, ſhouting, follow his raſh ex- 


ample; not one remains within the inac- 
ceſſible mound: glory and booty fire their 


minds! How glorious to bear the firſt ho- 
nours of the day! Without aid to drive the 


ſcattered foe. The ſame rage, the ſame 


fatal miſtakes, the ſame hopes urge them 
on what ſeemed at firſt ſight impoſſible, is 


performed by them with eaſe: nor can 


height nor depth ſtop their frantick ſteps. 
Even the reſpectable Siegmar, and the 
plumed Thuſnelde are borne away by the 
wild torrent. Ah, wretched pride! which 
from the rampart whence they poured down 
eaſy deſtruction on the diſheartened enemy, 
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drew theſe gallant warriours into the vale, 
where, by ſuperiour force environed, they 
fell, though an advantage dearly purchaſed 
by. * ſlaughtered foe. 


| As a well armed pirate, at ſight of a veſ⸗ 
ſel ſlackens his fail, and by artifices, to 
the mariner not unknown, ſeems. at every 
motion fully laden to plough the deep, 
till the unſuſpecting prey comes within his 


reach; then his artillery proclaims his trade: 


ſo falls the unnatural Segeſthes on the weak 
Germans, whoſe deſperate courage now only 


haſtens their death, being all cut off from 


even hope of retreat. Leumund firſt drops, 
the firſt promoter of the imprudent attack; 
ſo horrid too the wound, that his reeking 
blood ifſues in torrents from his mouth. 
Siegmar alſo now kneels tottering behind 
his ſhield, at which Thuſnelde flies to de- 
fend the venerable old man, while Diſcord 


b the raging havock. | 
| What 


” 
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What a carnage. is now made | Darts 
whizz ! ſtones rattle ! deſtruction dire! 
The traitor preſſes on, eager to reach the 
feeble old Siegmar : when lo, a ſtrange ter- 
rour, a trembling chill ſuddenly ſeiſed his 
inflamed heart! He ſees his own daughter 
with manly ardour oppoſing him; and 
wiſhes to avoid the unnatural conflict. 
« Rome,” eryed he, © in all thy wars ne- 
ce ver haſt thou ſeen battle before like this ! 
“ Behold the daughter's weapon liſted up 
ec againſt her father Pin; the tumult of 
his. diſtracted breaſt, he ſhuts his eyes, 
 graſhes: his teeth, and, wildly toſſes about 
his head. Thuſnelde, however, diſcovers - 
not her unworthy father: with heroick 
compoſure {he covers her charge, and Szeg- 
mar obſerving the heroine's care, puts up 
grateful wiſhes to heaven for her ſafety. 
For him had the gods in many aſſaults pre- 
ſerved, and drawn out his thread to an un- 
common length; but now an envious ſword. 
Weir I - 
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cuts it in twain, and 8g hes, in ſavage 
inſult, thus triumphs over him. 


Die, Siegmar, here die; and know 
that it is not by a Roman hand thou pe- 


* riſheſt; a Cheruſcan gave thee the fatal 
- thruſt : from your hands he now wreſts 


„the victory, and ftill ſhall the Germas: 
„ proan-under the load of Roman fetters, 


This have 1 myſelf achieved; this is the 


« work of my own daring ſoul.” Sizg- 
mar gently withdrew to the manſions of the 


- bleſſed heroes; ; no revenge or pride con- 


vulſe his comely corſe. On his guilty mur- 
therer he caſt a look of pity, in which 
gleamed a ſpark of deteſtation. His pro- 

. teQreſs's grief vented not itſelf in female 
tears on this occaſion, but fuitably to the 

- exigency, ſhe collects her utmoſt ſtrength 
and fortitude, and joining the combatants, 
checks her unknown father's progress, 
1 whoſe helmet ſhe even breaks in cloſe fight. 
, T he 
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: The traitor falls, hoarſely muttering forth 


curſes on the hand that had thus abaſed 
him. All his limbs ſhiver, and a pale 
horrour deforms his countenance. | His 
coarſe voice firſt diſcovered him to his 


daughter; the ſword, the cauſe of her 


agony, inſtant drops from her hand; ſhe 


faints, and now that heart ſcarce vibrates? 


which, but the moment before ſo ſtrongly 


beat with martial ardour. | 


The gentle uſa ſtartles abhorrent at ſuch 
conflicts, conflicts in poeſy unheard of. 
Some have ſung Rome bleeding by Roman 
ſwords; brothers encountering brothers ; 
and ſome have celebrated the heavens ſhaken 
by giants waging furious war againſt the 


gods. But no bard has ever tuned his lyre 
to commemorate a battle, wherein the 
daughter imbrued her weapon in a fa- 


ther's blood; better indeed ſhed by another 


band, though never did the earth gs. 1 in 
viler gore. 
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Siegmund now advances with his expedi- 
tious band, and by a vigorous charge breaks 
the Romans, who were on the point of giving 
ground, when alarmed he perceives a con- 
teſt between two combatants, whoſe habi- 
| | liments ſpoke their high rank; but what 
generous pangs rend his heart, when, alas! 
*too late to prevent it, he comes up and 
ſees the iſſue. Father and ſiſter alternately 
ſhare his lamentations. Shame and re- 
morſe appear in Sege/thes's treacherous eyes, 
while ſilent he broods o'er ſome malign 
comfort. 'Thuſnelde, with tender duteouſ- 
"neſs, cleanſes him from blood and duſt, 
while affectionate tears trickle down her 
cheeks: at this, even thyſelf, O Segeftbes, 
thy country's baneful foe, wert a little 
moved, and thoſe eyes now wept which 
had never wept before. The briny tears 
however he dries up, and ftrives to repreſs 
all marks of forrow :- ſtrange force of pride 
| "over virtue and nature! To conquer thee 
VVV „ 
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is the Feendher glory only of the mw hero 
and the real ſage. 


In the mean time, Varus ſeeing the ſu- 
periority of German valour, availed him- 


| ſelf of the ſable night; the ſulphureous nou- 
riſhment of the ſtorm being ſpent from the 
clouded heavens, no rain now deſcended : 
amidſt this favouring darkneſs the creſt fall- 
en eagles withdraw in cautious filence, 


while the hero, not leſs ſkilled in retreat 


than intrepid in action, connives at the 
enemy's haſty flight, leſt a purſuit might 
endanger the confuſed troops. But the firey 


Raftolf, with his wild bands, haſtens after 


the Romans; at his approach Varus forms, 


and the battle is again renewed. In 


vain the Catti now exert their ferocity; 
{kill and diſcipline had gained the advan- 


tage, when Arminius opportunely coming 


in, reſcues his precipitate friend, Yet 


no acknowledgement for the timely relief 
3 he to make, but broke out into 
: LY out- 
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outrageous invectives againſt the German - 
troops, as remiſs in purſuing, and backward 
in the fight. The prudent hero calmly 
hears theſe ebullitions of ferocious bravery, 
ſtill adhering to the conduct he had ſo 
wiſely planned, and amidſt the blaze of 
victory preſerved a cautious ſedateneſs, while 
the army waited the approach of day under 
arms; parties were alſo poſted in the woods, 
the vallies, on the heights, and in the plain, 
his main body AY 9 for ſudden 
action. | 


Arminius having thus provided againſt a 
ſurpriſe, and reſtored order and ſafety. with- 
in. the camp, next viſits the ſcene of Sege/t- 
hes's devices; without beſtowing a look 


on the execrable wretch, he thus beſpoke 


Siegmund, with an aſpect of endearment : 
Thy father's life,” ſaid he, © receive as 
<« an acknowledgement of thy heroiſm, and 
& out of regard to Thuſnelde, valiant as 
6 ſhe is fair,” Then with grief oppreſſed, 

DL be 
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he feigns not to know by whom his ſa- 
ther's precious blood was ſhed, though 
inwardly lamenting that by ſo infamous 
an arm he fell. Siegmar, cryed he, 
« thou beſt of fathers, thy country's ever 


e devoted champion, whoſe ative youth 
ce has been diſtinguiſhed with a thouſand 


& actions as well great as good; vigor- 
% ous bloomed thy virtue in Janguid age, 
and thy very death. is enviable! To die 


& like thee is truely heroick ! Armed in 


“ freedom's cauſe to fall, is a glory not to 
be ſurpaſſed by monarchs !” 


Now from the empurpled eaſt advanced 
the roſey-fingered morn, grateful harbin- 
ger of the radiant ſun, which broke forth 
in all his glory; but ſoon a duſky red ob- 


ſcures his rays, ſhocked at the ſight of 


fields covered with lain, fields on whoſe ver- 
dant herbage his ſetting beams had ſmiled, 

but where Diſcord's bloody ſtandards are now 
wide y diſplayed ; : the benign planet was 
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* 


ſtruck with horrour (ſo ſays tradition) at 
man's woes, and the whole atmoſphere 
ſhowed: tokens of commiſeration. 


What night had concealed from the ab- 


horrent eye, the effects of Roman and Ger- 
man rage, now appeared; a bloody ſcene, 
ſo bloody that even Raff himfelf views 


it with a tranſient concern. 


But his chief 


trouble, and which ſwelled to indigna- 
tion, was that in this carnage he had had 
no ſhare; ſcarce with decent mien there- 
fore can he attend the hero, who had ſent 
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and of glory ; died ſor his country, and 


ſor him. © Brave Rd if,“ ſaid Arminius, 


our victory indeed demapds my tears; 
but it is not for men to indulge ſorrow, 
and in us from whom attention is due 
to the general welfare, it were perfeQly 
criminal, Beyond the emotions of 
nature alſo I have no cauſe for grief: if 
of a father deprived, he died full of years 


that ſword in hand. We will now then 
es com- 
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« commit the venerable corſe to the earth, 
« amidſt the lonely gloom of ſacred oaks, 


« and celebrate his obſequies over the ene- 


my. A grateful. concern ſaddens all 
the ſoldiery ; every tongue is full of Sieg- 


mar's praiſe z and as Arminius's father, his 


deſerts ſhine with more affecting luſtre. 


The bards, in lofty ſymphony, raiſe their 


voices to celebrate Siegmar's praiſe. They 
ſing his feats in war, and omit not his 
amiable civil life ; his juſtice, his bene- 
volence, his veneration of the gods, and 
his love for man. Ferocity itſelf ſeems 
abſorbed in tenderneſs: how mournful ſtand 
the Cheruſci and Catti with downeaſt looks ! 
Some extol his wiſdom, others the active- 


neſs of his courage; while ſome ſing his 


candour and humanity, and ſome his chear- 


fulneſs under the weight of a protracted 


old age, The heary warriours live over 
again the youthful years they paſted under 
his banner, and the young lament him as 

their 
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their a; TORY whom they had prope 
to themſelves to imitate. 


Arminius diſſolves in placid joy; he ſees 
the tranſcendency of virtue ! "That homage 


which it commands both from natural in- 


flin& and from poliſhed manners! He ſees 
that no praiſe is fraught with the ſweetneſs, 


the weight and dignity of that which, with 


tears, is poured forth by the affected heart; 


of that with which, even relenting envy 
| herſelf rejoices to adorn the memory; of 


that which reſounds from the mouths of 


- weeping friends. Is then,” ſaid he with- 
in himſelf, . our greateſt happineſs defer- 
red to our death ? Is it not till we are re- 
* duced to lifeleſs clay, that envy ceaſes her 
„ rancorous devices !” 80 ruminated the 


hero; and advancing up to the reverend 


corſe, chus duteouſly | addreſſed the ſilent 
audience, « Princes, leaders, and fellow- 
"0 ane may all honours reſt on Siegmar's 


„0 head! 
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2 


10 head ! His high deſerts entitle him to a 
| « place among the immortal heroes]! He 
e jt was who rouſed me from an ignomi- 
* nious ſlumber; it was he who awakened 
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« all the German in me, and propoſed the 
« preſent enterpriſe to my ſoul. . At his 
“ exhortation I took up arms, and my mea- 
„ ſures have been directed by his experi- 
“ enced wiſdom. Oh, Siegmar ! that thou 
<< hadſt yet lived. But your tears, my 
« my gallant friends, are his beſt enco- 
% mium. Permit me alſo to ſhow a ſen- 
6c ſible heart, and pay the ſame. tribute 
« of filial piety to his memory. 
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Sorrow debaſes not theanan when there 
«© is ſufficient cauſe for it; but here a laſt- 
e ing ſorrow would be diſgraceful, as the 
&* cauſe is wanting on this occaſion, My 


e father died in arms againſt his country's 
« foes. What we ſtrive after, he has 
T gained. He is free] an aſſociate of the 
1 jlluſtrious dead ! and ſtill our necks are 
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124 ARMINIUS, rr 
« threatened with Rome's oppreflive yoke, 


You all loved him, my fellow-ſoldiers ; 
and I make no doubt, will Join with me 
in celebrating his obſequies in the man- 
ner to him the moſt pleaſing, a flaughter 
of our enemy. Oh hero ! Oh father! 


if from thy blefſed manſion thy looks 
can now reach this earth, thou ſhalt ſee 
thy ſon ever treading in thy glorious | 
ſteps ; thou ſhalt ſee Arminius ever act 

ing as becomes thy offspring; thou ſhalt 
ſee him ever aſſerting Germania's free- 


dom. May thy virtues make an impreſ- 
e ſion on everygnalignant heart! May the 
luſtre of thy fame kindle emulation every 


where! To thee, ſacred freedom, Armi- 
nius conſecrates this auguſt victim! For 


thee he fell, and do thou, earth, receive 


the venerable corpſe; preſerve it invio- 


late; for to Siegmar, great in counſels 


and in arms, thou oweſt the precious li- 
ry thou 2 enjoyeſt.. 8 
| Now 
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Now on the bier, weeping, he lays 
Siegmar's ſhield, a monument more ho- 
nourable than modern marble, proſtituted 
to adulation and profanery, in the houſe 
of that aweful Power who hates a lie. The 
univerſal grief burſts from all hearts; and 
lamentations, and the clang of claſhing 
arms ſhake the very air, while the Che- 
ruſct, all in tears (no eye ſo ſavage but 
tears have wet them) depoſite the corpſe 
in the concealing grave ; the neighbour- 
ing oaks, the impaſſioned hoſt hangs with 
arms, meet decorations, while ſpears diſ- 
tained with blood, ſhields and ſwords, pro- 
claim the hero's worth and ſoldier's reve- 
rence. 


Did ever pompous Agypt behold. fo 
glorious a monument? Has ſhe by gums 
and pyramids eluded the injuries of time? 

Has not corruption preyed on her corpſes, 
and oblivion darkened their fame? The 

5 monarch 
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monarch ſo ſplendidly enſhrined, and the 
ſpurned flave, are they not now on a level! 
From the moſt precious drugs extract the 
4 eſſence, from all corruption cleanſe the 
. corpſe, then o'er this pittance of embalmed 
earth raiſe the ſculptured marble ; but re- 
member, this oſtentatious parade will be 
forgotten like the common grave. “ Sooner 
cc would I, like Siegmar, lie naked in a 
<< free ground, with no ſorrowing relations 
; « near me, no friendly hand to cloſe my 
6 eyes, were but my death like his; fallen 
6“ for his country and liberty. Is ſucha | 
« happineſs the portion only of heroes? 
Oh, that on ſuch tablets were my virtues 
6 engraved, a death ſo honourable, this 
_ & very day with pleaſure would I meet !” 
Such were the ſayings which went among 
the chiefs; for wiſely they preferred Sieg- 
mars honours to the triumphant arch or 
| column, often the perverted reward of baſe- 


*%. 


neſs, 
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2 and perpetuating the infamy of him 
to whom it is erected. 


The baſe Sege/thes, with infernal pleaſure, 


hears theſe praiſes, and ſilently glories in 


the murtherous deed which had cauſed. 


ſuch univerſal grief; yet in his heart he 
ſwells with rancotous paſſions : tears, tears 


of rage ſtand in his glaring eyes, and 


gnaſhing his teeth, he turns his lowering 


look from the funeral honours, ſcowling 
at his own applauded race : horrid, perverſe 
pride! that reflects not on itſelf but with 


farther guilt. 


The filial rites thus ſolemnly paid, Ar- 


minius reaſſumes his important cares, and 


meditates, by new exploits, to effect his 


country's freedom, and emblazon the glory 
of its arms. He haſtens to improve the 


victory, before the ſoldiers fermenting ſpi- 


rits ſubſide. The active ſpirit, intelligent 
in 
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in war, diſdains all fame, and withſtands 
the allurements of repoſe, till the comple- 
tion of its enterpriſe, till oppoſition be 


hewn down to the roots: Thus a& true 
heroes, and thus ated Arminius: his high 


mettled ſteed well ſeconds his alertneſs with 


| rapid ardour ; nor fen nor ditch. retard its 
> thundering hoofs : thus the prudent hero 
quits his reſpected father's grave, and pur- 
ſues the diſordered Romans; ; their fears, 
and the Germans opinion of ſuperiour va- 
our being yet freſh in all minds. Segęſibes, 
with clouded brow follows his ſilent chil- 
dren, ſilenged himſelf by his guilt : their 

aſpect ſpoke the generous prevalence of 
virtue above nature; his a reſentment un- 
natural, as being both againſt his country 
and his offspring, and further blackened 
with the 1 die of ingratitude. 5 


| ts when: hoſtile dip diſcharge their 
andere on the reſounding main, and diſ- 


tain the Cerulean Plains with human gore, 
while 


GERMANIA FREED. 129 


while the ſhouts and cries of thoſe engaged 
heighten the tumult of the ſcene. Neptune 
alarmed, ſtarts from his azure throne, and 
Triton wipes his dripping hair from his 
forehead, with his loud horn at the ſame 
time ſounding in vain, for the outrageous 
waves diſregard their god; till at laſt the 
uproar ceaſing, with what tranſport the 
victorious fleet ſurveys the deformed main: 
guns with triumphant ſalutes, the acclaim- 
ing mariner, and the variegated ſtreamers 
waving from the decked maſts, proclaim 
the victory ; every ſhip plumes with a me- 
morial of the glorious fight, whilſt each 
comrade, with cordial ſhake, congratulates 
his comrade. So elate with ſpoil marched 
the Germans, eager to renew the conflict, 
a ſecond harveſt to them of gain and-of 
glory. One, with inſulting laugh, on his 
erect ſword bears a plumed creſt; another 
glories in his battered ſhield ; another with 


* mien wraps_iamielr in a purple 15 


Vor. H. . robt 
| oe ER — 


= / 
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in war, diſdains all fame, and withſtands 
the allurements of repoſe, till the comple- 
ion of its enterpriſe, till oppoſition be 
hewn down to the roots: Thus act true 
heroes, and thus acted Arminius: his high 
mettled ſteed well ſeconds his alertneſs with 
| rapid ardour ; nor fen nor ditch retard its 
| thundering hoofs : thus: the prudent hero 
quits his reſpected father's grave, and pur- 
ſues the diſordered Romans ; their fears, 
and the Germans opinion of ſuperiour va- 
tour being yet freſh in all minds. Sege/tber, 
with clouded brow follows his ſilent chil- 

ren, ſilenged himſelf by his guilt : their 

aſpect ſpoke the generous prevalence of 
virtue above nature; his a reſentment un- 
natural, as being both againſt his country 
and his offspring, and further blackened 
with the vp ** of ingratitude. Yi 


| As when. hoſtile Hin e thei | 
Hande on the reſounding main, and diſ- 


tain the Cerulaan Plains. with human gore, 
while 5 


1 
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while the ſhouts and cries of thoſe engaged 
heighten the tumult of the ſcene. Neptune 
alarmed, ſtarts from his azure throne, and 

Triton wipes his dripping hair from his 
forehead, with his loud horn at the ſame 


time ſounding in vain, for the outrageous 


waves diſregard their god; till at laſt the 


uproar ceaſing, with what tranſport the 
victorious fleet ſurveys the deformed main: 


guns with triumphant ſalutes, the acclaim- 


ing mariner, and the variegated ſtreamers 
waving from the decked maſts, proclaim 
the victory; every ſhip plumes with a me- 
morial of the glorious fight, whilſt each 
comrade, with cordial ſhake, congratulates 
his comrade. So elate with ſpoil marched 
the Germans, eager to renew the conflict, 
x ſecond harveſt to them of gain and of 
glory. One, with inſulting laugh, on his 
erect ſword bears a plumed creſt; another 
glories in his battered ſhield ; another with | 
his: mien. wraps. bimfelf in a purple | 
Vor. II. „„ robe; 

f : | F 
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robe; in ſome joy overpowers their very 
ſpeech. But no ſigns of chearfulneſs were 
ſeen in Thuſneld: - tranſcendent heroine | 
Her father's crimes, and her country's weal, 
divided her noble heart. 


| Rofelf, with ſanguinary pride, boaſts 


the numbers of his Catti ſlain; he had paſ- | 


| ſed them in review before him fince the ac- 
tion, and grimly ſmiled at the numbers 
miſling, as a proof of ſuperiour valour and 
ſignal worth, Next he views his ſword; 
the blood on it fills him with j joy, and i I 
left there to feaſt his own eyes, as well as 
to be an incentive to his bands. He leers, 
watching whether his ſtained ſhield or 
hacked. bear-ſkin on his enormous ſhoul- 
ders attracted due admiration, Each, in 
ſhort, is intent on the gratifications of his 
own pride, a paſſion ypjuſt to others, ang 
tormenting to ourſelves. Even the coward, 
and the pylanimous caitiff who fought 
| through 
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through conſtraint, figured now in their 
oaken chaplets ; vile debaſement of the ſol- 
dier's honour. Many alſo boaſt the achieve · 
ments of their ſword, though with trem- 
bling hand they drew it; and vapouring 
brandiſh their harmleſs weapons in the hiſs- 
ing air, decking themſelves with laurels, 


ſpringing from their forgotten fellow-ſoldierg 
blood, \ 


Arminius, with pleaſure, ſaw the mar» 
tial ſpirit of his men; nor was he himſelf 
inſenſible of the elevating joys of victory. 
But reflection preſerved all her power over 
his heart : amidſt the loudeſt effuſions of joy, 
he forgot not his ſtation. To the noble 
heart victories are documents againſt ſelf- 
deceit; they remind him of the diſgrace 
which befel preſymptuous ſecurity | Ne. 
flies to complete his generous plan. The 
bold eagle, which ſoaring to the ſun, urges - 


its * flight through oppoſing clouds, ſtill 
* mounts 
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mounts. unwearyed beyond the ken of mor- 
tal eye ; ſo. the ſage, climbing virtue's ar- 
duous ſteep, ſits not down at a ſmall aſcent, 
but amidſt hatred and mockery, continues 
his laborious efforts up the eraggy ſteep, 
till the ſummit gained, rewards his generous 
toil with inexpreſſible joy, an unclouded 
ſerenity and rapturous antepaſts of the ce- 
leſtial felicity. 


Phoebus, From a golden cloud, looks 
down pleafed on the ſpirited warriours; the 
heavens array themſelves in faireſt radiance; 
all things ſmile: the gladdening vales 
ſeem to heave, and the acclaiming moun- 
tains extend themſelves into a plain before 
the admired hoſt; the boar ſtands aloof 
fixed in admiration of their march ; ; the ſtag 
from an eminence views the hardy warri- 
ours, and the birds applaud them in en 
lvening notes. 


Glows 
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Glos this heroick exultation in Sege/t- 
hes's breaſt ! Alas! every chearful move- 
ment is denyed to perſidy; the gloomy 
wretch frowns at the ſprightly motions of 
his. prancing ſteed: may ſuch rankling 
gloom ever prey on the betrayer of his 

country. The furious tiger devours not 
its kind; the inhabitants of the deſert break 
not the ties of nature; each gluts his rage 
for blood on a different ſpecies ; but with 
moſt keen riot they feaſt on man, the ruth- 
leſs foe of them all, and of one another. 


Thus together rode Roftalf and Armi- 
mus, overflowing with heroick joy, till at 
length the fortified camp appears in view s. 

| The 


C The firſt object * preſented itſe'f- to 
the Romans, on their entrance into this diſmal 
country under Germanicus, was Yarus's camp, 


known by its large circuit, and the veſtiges of 
1 three Principia (places where the enſigns were 
| K 3 placed) 


Pad 
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The ſight inflames the army with a ſud- 
den rage; theit rapid feet ſhake earth, 
wood, and air; and corps animates corps 
in mutual acclaim. The woods ring with 
the clang of arms, while a thrilling anxie- 
ty pervades the enraged hoſt, 


Roflol 5 with precipitate atdour, com- 
mands an immediate charge, and heads 
his Catti; ſhouting, they obey his ſignal, 
But Arminius perceives the raſh movement, 
and haſtens to the ferocious chief, “ Brave 
« Raftolf,” cryed he, “ halt! Thy cou- 
& rage carries thee too far; the men are 
40 ſpent with fatigue; and however high 
te in ſpirits, are not equal to the attack : to 


| plated) which ſeparated the three legions from 
each other. A little farther they came to a 
tuinous fort, with a trench nearly filled up, | 
where the relicks of the Reman army are thought 
to have fortified themſelves, Barre, vol. i. 


p. 145 


| te force 
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te force ſuch a camp, requires a courage ſups 
& ported by ſtrength and vigour. . Halt then; 


ç my friend.” Raftsl If, reluctant, yields. 
Hisdiſtorted features ſpeak ſtrong diſcontent; 
The prudent Arminius, however, unſolicited, 
_ confers on him the command of the firſt 
aſſault, in which alſo his Catti were to 
compoſe the van. This condeſcenſion ap+ 
peaſed his ſavage ire, Te hero, whoſe 
ſagacity no advantage could eſcape, poſ- 
ſeſſes himſelf of an eminence, which fur- 
niſhed him with a full view of the whole 
camp, its poſition, arrangement, works, 
and engines. He rejoices in the grand 
ſpectacle, whence German arms were n 
to * ſuch illuſtrious honours: © = 


The deſcending ſun now lengthened his 
evening beams, and night, a friend to re- 
poſe, prepared to involve the wearyed earth; 
but impatience and anxiety ſecluded the 

balmy Ulapies of fleep. The ſentinels of 
| „„ each | 
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each army, ſo near their Ration, hear each 
other's call. Arminius promiſes bimſelf vic- 
_ tory 3 Varus paſſes through all the lines, 
and with courteous words exhorts his Ro- 
mans to a reſolute defenſe : happy to main- 
tain his ground, his wifhes now riſe no 
higher. The Romans determine to raiſe 
| their finking reputation, while a ſecond 
| harveſt of ſpoils and glory is the motive 
which impells the Germans to action. 
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Vans — p area, Arvns five 
an acccunt of the obſervaiions made in it, 
ard relates his dream. Day breaks, The 
Roman general makes. a ſpeech to his ſol- 
dier', and iſſues out the neceſſary orders, 
Arminius a/ſo acquits himſelf of his ſeve- 
ral duties. The aitack begins; and for a 
bore time 5+ dubio. On this Treumund 
adviſes Arminius to order à retreat, as 
it might tempt the Romans to quit their 


_ entrenchments, H i, advice is Fallnwed by 
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1 H E chief having, with haughty con- 
fidence, viewed the works of his 
camp, now deemed impregnable, withdraws 
to his tent ; to him his ſoft couch was as the 

hard ground, ſolicitude taging in his ſwolen 
veins, denies him repoſe, though his fatigued 
limbs incline him to reſtorative ſleep; but 
his ulcerated mind counteracts the balmy 
effect: various paſſions, the intruſive com- 
panions of greatneſs, at ſuch a criſis, haraſs 
his ſoul, He nw recolleQs that there are 
dodo, 
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gods, that in their hands are the events of 
all ſublunary things; that {kill and courage, 
jk by them oppoſed, are of no avail: their 

favour, therefore, he propoſes by pompous 
| facrifices to obtain; thus, by every method, 
| endeavouring to infure victory, which he 
knew the liberal emperour would with diſ- 
tunguiſhed honours recompenfe, and hence 
aroſe his chief motive for action. This 


wWiretch, with whom Cæſar was the only 


deity, who could contemptuouſly ſneer at 
the prieſt, even when with the ſacred cen- 
| for in his hand, performing piacular rites, 
now trembling, crouches before the in- 
ſulted gods! From an impious proſligate, 
be becomes an infatuated zealot, not leſs 
io be condemned in his devotion than bis 
impiety, who could thus think -that ex- 
toried or - pretended worſhip had any me- 
nit in the ſight of heaven! . 


The altars blaze, amidſt 4 blind en 


braun thither by fuperſtious ſolemnity. 
. The 
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The ſanctimonious prieſt, with myſterious 
countenance,, pries into the entrails of the 
reeking victims; and with briny eye ſurveys. 
the expanſe above, by the flight of birds 
ſeeking to predict the iſſue of the approach- 
ing action; but ill-ſuited the night with 
augury : the prieſt, as if on ſome deep 
myſtery intent, threw his eyes around, but 
no omen did the darkened air afford. 


The general could not conceal his an- 
xiety, till Aruns, the officiating prieſt, thus, 
with ſacerdotal hypocriſy, addreſſed him. 
„ The gods favour thee, noble Varus; 
e though my dim ſight has denyed me plain 
„ aerial preſages, yet I dare pronounce thee 
56 victorious: every omen is propitious. 
© Not one of the victims ftrove to avoid 
* the impending axe, but all quietly fub- 
“ mitted: to the ſtroke ; the hearts of them 
all too were ſound, and had that bright 
e redneſs, which is always the ſure omen 
of * ſucceſs, and by what I could diſ- 

52 cern. 
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66: cern, methought alſo ſome birds flew fa- 
% vourably. Away then, illuftrious Sir, with 
«thoſe troubleſome anxieties ; to - morrow | 
$6 ſhall the ſavage German fall before thy 
«- victorious ſword, or for ever exploded 
6 be our knowledge of the entrails of beaſts 
and of augury; let divination of every 
% kind be aboliſhed, and every prediction 
“of futurity, the gift of Jupiter to per- 
6 plexed mortals, be annihilated. Fight, 
„I fay, and thou ſhalt prevail: at mid- 
„ night, when ſound fleep relieved | my la- 
„ pouring mind, I ſaw, for oft to me have 
$6 the immortal gods revealed their purpo- 
| 6 ſes, I faw heaven's gracious decrees con- 
“ cerning the Roman people. I ſaw Cæ- 
* ſar reclined on a radiant cloud, amidft 
„ his kindred deities, and I ſtanding tranſ- 
„ ported at the glorious ſight, he pointed 
te to thee with a ſmile of applauſe, as the 
leader by whom lavrels ſhould ſtill grace 
t che Roman arms. I ſa y thee with grace- 


3 „ r 
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9 


Py 
$* having before thee Siegmar and A: minius 
in chains, the heads of this atrocious 
revolt; the ſentence paſſed by thee on 


„them ſpoke thee: Cæſar's meet repre - 


s ſentative; and I further ſaw the axe do- 
$ liver Rome from any future attempts of 


$* thoſe ſavages, by whom thy gracious of- 


„fers of commerce and liberal improve- 
6 ment in the uſeful arts, to them utter- 
ly unknown, had been treated with ſuch 


5 „abrupt contempt. The axes and eagles 


L* 


« which they had hung up in their exe- : 
* crable grove, thou to the gods with awe- 


e ful pomp didſt conſecrate. I ſaw Varus 


te place the worthy $:g-/thes on a ſuperb. 


| 8 
16 £F 


* Often, illuſtrious chief, do the gods in- 
6 timate their will in creams, and oft by 


na vifion 


ful dignity aſcend the ſeat of judgement, 
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throne, and the princes of Germany, drawn... 
66 by the fame of thy diſcernment and equi- 
„ ty, refer their diſputes to thy deciſion. 
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& a viſion have they diſperſed : a ſettled de- 
4c ſpondency. Had the firſt brave Cæſar 


“ not ſlighted a dream, fell Brutus had miſ- 


_ & carryed in his horrid parricide; and was it 
1 not the appearance of a ſpectre, more 

than Philippi's fatal field, that inſtigated 
e the ſame Brutus to ſuicide, thus with 
& his own hands puniſhing his guilt? Did 
% not Auguſius himſelf | owe a victory to 


_ © an, apparition ?” 


Theſe groſs adulations ſufficed to * 


the weak prætor's anxiety ; be was pleaſed 
with the augur's words, and even gave 
credit to them; but bis tranſient credit 
ſoon vaniſhed, and anxiety regained her 
aſcendent again. His heart however beats 
more compoſed, his blood circulates with 
due heat, his knitted brow becomes ſmoothed, 
and his ſerened mind, indulgent to his fa- 
tigued body, now invites Morpheus to ſhed 
refreſhing ſlumbers on his cloſed lids. 

| | As 
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As the merchant, after many a rich 


cargo loſt, dwells on melancholy ideas, 
future calamities, family diſtreſſes, and in- 


digent old-age; and quite overwhelmed 
with imaginary grief, bedews his reſtleſs 


bed with his tears; but if chance any light 
chears up the darkneſs of his room, the 
gloomy ideas diſperſe, while a placid joy 
flows in on his revived ſoul : ſo ſweet and 
placid was the ſleep which now . ſucceeded 
to Yarus's allayed ſolicitudes, whilſt the 


German chief, in wakeful anxiety, impa- 


tiently waited the deciſive day. The day 


appears, and the riſing ſun gilding the 


mountain's brow, now ſees the martial 


Germans panting for the attack, and the 


CY 


active leaders forming them in battalia, 


Varus, from his genial couch ariſing, bluſhes 
with confuſion on perceiving the day fo 
far advanced: He feebly mounts his horſe, 


and with inauſpicious mien, draws his 
ſword. A timorous ſilence pervades the 
Vol. II. e 3 whole 
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whole army; ill ſuited its countenance 0 
| the n promiſes of the gods. 


% Romans,” cryed. he, (but how diffe- 
rent from the bold Tarpeius his voice and 


air, for pale dejection betrayed the deſpond- _ 


ing chief) Romans,” cryed he, what 
e I now ſee, I would hope proceeds from 
„ generous indignation, that thoſe who 
| © never could ſtand the lightening of your 
„ eagles, are now marching up to you 
« with inſulting ſhouts. Are ye aſhamed 
* to be fenſed from ſuch a foe? If this 
«© be the caſe, be rather aſhamed of your 
ce late infamous flight, that Romans turned 
« their backs to a ſavage multitude. Gods ! 
« Ts it come to this! that even in a for- 
ee. tified camp, we who are the lords of 
bc the world can now ſcarce make a ſtand! 
„ That ſkill is to ſupply the place of cou- 
& rage againſt a people, in manners mere 


&@ ' beaſts, and as ignorant of war as of the 
«© arts 


46 


40 


GERMANIA FREED. 147 


arts of civilization; that we who have 


carried our dreaded arms through every 
land, now ſcarce think ourſelves ſaſe with- 


in a mound and ditch, and wield the lance 
and ſword only for deſence, no longer aſ- 


ſailing, and with rapid impreſſion . 


down the aſtoniſhed foe; 


| 60 No! 8 L thoſe times of glory 


are now no more! No longer do we 
fight for victory, no longer thirſt for ac- 


tion, as big with honour, Our meaſures 
are no longer in our own option; we 


cannot now either advance or retreat, 


or direct our march as we pleaſe: no, 
Romans, fight we here muſt; for our 
very life muſt we here fight, for our 
gods, for our enſigns, for R:me : Yet 
1 ſee no glow of ardour in your 
looks. Legions! What will Cefar 


ſay of us! what Rome, what Britain, 


what Parthia and Libya Legions, I ſay, 


L 2 


e WE 
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« we muſt here either periſh, or bravely 
fighting, defeat the enemy. 


| cc Have ye ſo ſoon forgot the wonders | 
c performed on the Rhine, the viftories 
<« achieved on the banks of the Tagus, our 
6c ſucceſſes along the borders of the E uphra- 
* tes? Who taught Juba to dread the 
ce eagles ? Nor parching ſun nor ſandy 
« waſte could ſtop our glorious career, 
Have we not corps of 4/+ic's ſons? theſe 
e were witneſſes of our baſe diſgrace ; 
ce theſe ſee our preſent ſcandalous back- 
cc wardneſs ; and do not your boſoms glow 
ce with ſhame? How will the Moor in- 
« ſult thoſe he dreaded? How will the 
ec Parthian exult, ſpear in hand, and urge 
6e his rapid ſteed un Vahr bands? 


= aba, king of Numidia, fided with Pom- 
pey againft Cæſar, by whom he was ſubdued ; 
.- and after an entertainment with Petreius a Ro- 
man ic: * killed one another. 
int 
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againſt ſuch a foe no need to have re- 
courſe to his uſual artifice of pretended 
flight! With what invectives will our 


mother Rome ring againſt thoſe who but 


late boaſted to their miſtreſſes of bringing 
home German ſpoils! How will the trai- 
tor Arminius triumph in your reproach ! 
Arminius, (Rome's perfidious nurſeling ! 
who, if he has any thing valuable in 
him, owes it to her inſtruction ; and 
who, a thouſand times, has bent his 
flattering knee to Cæſar. Yet many ho- 
neſt Romans never liked him; yet this 


is the ungrateful viper with whom we 
are now to engage, though brought up 
along with us at Rome. Will ye, who are 
real Rqmans, bear his taunts ? Yonder, 


behold him forming diſpoſitions for the 
march; ſee how he ſwells at the view 


of a naked army! Oh, that the old Ro- 

man ſpirit would now diſplay itſelf in 

you, It is not, I will hope, yet quite 
L 3 « dead, 
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« dead, nor the glorious flame wholely ex- 
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tinguiſhed. None of the ſkin-clad Ger- 


mans ought to ſurvive this action; Ar- 


minius alone we would reſerve in chains 


to grace our triumph. Varus, confi- 


dent in your valour, would crown it 


+ with ſucceſs, and on your return head 
your triumphant march to the capitol, 
amidſt the applauſes of citizens congra- 
tulating your ſafety. Such honours await 


your valour. Now then, my Romans, 
wipe off all former ſtains, and ſhow 


' yourſelves men; from the rampire pour 


down wounds and death on the barba- 


rians. By the trench and rampire, well- 


maintained, have the Cimbrians, a num- 
berleſs ſwarm, been already overthrown ; 


though hardy and intrepid in fight, and 
fluſhed with ſucceſs in their northern 


wars, yet fell they before Roman dil- 
cipline. Varus is determined either on 


death or victory, this, ſword, the in- 
"OY ſtrument 
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« ſtrument for both. Legions, gain me the 
victory; or over me the ſavages ſhall 
*« boaſt no triumph: your chief will not 
« ſurvive the loſs.” 


- He ended; but the uſual acclamations 
followed not his words: the army ſtill con- 
tinued in depreſſive ſilence. Marcus, 
ſaid the troubled chief, ** what infatuation 
« has ſeiſed the troops? If regardleſs of 
cc glory, at leaſt let them conſider the in- 
508 famy, the loſs. My brave friend, how | 
% have I ſtrove to ſhut out from my miſ- 

„ giving mind this cowardly ſilence? theſe 
cc pale faces loudly ſpeak, that Romans are 
« not what they were; curſed be my blind 
« ambition that ſolicited the command,” 


Leader, replyed Marcus, with a ſpi- | 
rited look, ** ſnatch an eagle from their 
c unworthy hands, I will do the ſame, 
c and contemptuouſly frowning on the 
* pazing ſoldiery, we will fix them on the 

L4 < mound, 
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| « mound, as ſignals of defiance to the foe. 
cc Such expedients have often done won- 
« ders, rouſing a heartleſs army to feats 
<« of deſperate valour.“ His advice is ap- 
proved: Varus ſnatches an eagle from 
the confuſed enſign, and Marcus makes 
good his promiſe. At this a clatter re- 
ſounds through the hoft, and ſhame puts 
them all into motion; all preſs forward, 
following their exaſperated chief, who haſ- 
tens his diſpoſitions, ** Marcus,” faid he, 
« do thou advance eaſtward for the de- 
<« fenſe of the front; to the north ſhall be 
< my poſt, where I hope to meet the falſe 
e Arminius. The ſouth fide I commit to 
« truſty Quintus, and the weſt, my re- 
s ſpected father Afprenas * will ſecure. 
&« Let the archers and flingers line the 


He aſſembled the remainder of the Roman 
forces, and kept the other German tribes in 


5 fubjeQion. Dur, vol. ii. p. 131. 
| 4 rampire, 
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85 rampire, and Vala bo with the horſe de- 
« fend this _ 


& Quintus,“ continued he, thy wing 
e js covered by yon moraſs; remove to 
c Vala, and there remain unſeen. If our 
& archers and flingers throw the enemy 
into confuſion, that they give over at- 
* tempting a ſcalade, and make a diſorder- 
4 1y retreat, avail thyſelf of the opportu- 
& nity, throw open the gate, and pour out 
e thy men upon them : ſhould things go 
<« otherwiſe, and the enemy preſs thee, 


«ſhelter thyſelf under the rampire; with- 
© out vw Ow art to OP 14 Ration.” 


Thus rode he ating the view, in boldeſt 
words animating his troops; but his coun- 


* Vala Numanius, endeavouring to ſave the 
horſe by flight, was attacked by the way 
and cut to pieces. Maſcowius, lib. iii. part 1. 

p. 78. 
tenance - 
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tenance betrayed the . haughty affectation, 
and in'the ſoldier's mind prevented the ef- 
fect of his vehement harangue. On ſeeing 
any marks of fear in an enſign, ſuch as 
paleneſs or ſhivering, with rebukeful 
raillery he would call out, Have a 
© care, or your eagle will fly from its 
ce perch. To thoſe whom he ſaw alert, 
ſmiling he would ſay, Remember the 
« gods and Rome. w To thoſe of known 
ambition and ſelf-conceit, Let the camp, 
or this Wo owe its deliverance to your 
« courage.” Never had a Roman army 
ſeen their leader thus ſu perbly parade through 
the ranks; his courſer alſo moved as if 


_ ſenſible of its dignity. But happy ſuper- 


ſtition wrought that which the commander 
failed in. A large eagle being obſerved to 
118 hover over him, was hailed as a propi- 
tious omen, and revived the ſoldiery, who 
amidſt all Varus s oftentation perceived a 
* ; 
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timidity z or being timid themſelves, at | 
leaſt 8 80 ſo. 


In the mean time Arminius viſits the ſe- 
veral corps, and orders the diſpoſition of 
the attack; for at his preſence their in- 
nate bravery receives freſh. fire, and this 
fire among the Germans was an omen of 
victory ; for they conſulted neither the flight 
of birds nor victims. 


c e and Thuſnelde,” ſaid he, 
& your troops I intend as a body of re- | 
| | 
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0 would be injurious : ſhould the action 
continue for any time dubious, it is your | Ill. 
„ cavalry, Siegmund, that muſt turn the 
« ſcale of victory to our ſide; In that 
s valley be your poſt.” To this the 
heroine, ſighing, objected: « Was it 
« for this,” ſaid ſhe, «© Thuſnelde gave 
i « herſelf to thee ? 1s it a mark of love 
| « tg 


* 
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ec to place me now at a diſtance from thee, 
c to deny me the honour of accompanying 
6 thee in the road to glory ? No; at thy 
« fide will I fight, at thy fide die or con- 


« quer!” Tears of joy bedewed the ten- 


der hero's cheeks ; and amidit the tumults 


of war he 'embraced — 2pplauding her 


nimue W 


0 Goes, * is now ſuch fideliey, 
where ſuch love! To thee, Arminius, were 
| thoſe endearments due, and no leſs alſo to 

thee tranſcendent maid, who thus, ardent for 
thy country's weal, didſt wield the ſpear, 
and brave the dangers of the field. But if 


ever virtue merited eſteem, why now with- 


holds the vitiated heart that juſt approba- 
tion? Was it then glorious. to appear in 
arms againſt our country's foes ? Why is 
the ſword ſunk into contempt? Why is 
the profeſſion of arms become the mark for 


reproof and obloquy? = 
W * And 
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And now the martial fire, which with 


generous joy Arminius ſaw kindling in his 


bands, he fans with ſpirited aſpect, thus 
beſpeaking them : « Fellow-foldiers, yon- 
% der ſee the deſtroyers of our country! 
« It is not for me ye fight; yourſelves, 
«© your wives, and your children now lie 
e at ſtake; their fate depends on your 
ce weapons; this day makes us either 
ce free or flaves for ever. My beloved 
« Germans, break the mound, and fill the 
« wide trench with its own ruins : retort 


the Roman injuries on their heads; 


« your ſacred places violated, your dwell- 
“ ings burnt, your aged parents murthered, 
& call for ſevere revenge. Oh, Theut and 


% Mannus, your worſhip falls with us! 


* By Romans ſubdued, no more will en- 


e raptured bards, with hallowed ſtrains, 


e ſurround your altars. Proſper our en- 


e terpriſe, inſpire us with that valour which 


has raiſed heroes to the celeſtial banquets! 
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But ſee the daſtards ſhun us; they with- 
« draw within their rampire. In the laſt 
% action the night befriended them, but 
« now day-light delivers them into our 
% hands, Come on; now for a ſhout, 
e and a clang of arms which may cauſe 
„ every Roman heart to ſhudder.——Come 
“ on; let each man raiſe his climbing com- 
rade on his ſhoulders; come on, and 


_ 4 follow your leader; the danger which I 
„ bid can face, will I ſhare * N 


As in a ſerene ſky, while all nature re- 
Joices 1n the Jucid calm, a cloud big with 
ſable tempeſts gathering, - lowers; and 
ſtraight from the confliing elements burſts 
the thunder with redoubled peals, and the 
forked flaſhes ſweep through the duſky ex- 
panſe: birds and beaſts affrighted, haſte to 
their retreats, and both the village and 
city tremble at the mingled horrour of the 
ſulphureous flaſh, the deluging rain and 
| 155 | the 
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the Fu "I blaſt: ſo in circling eddies 


wheels the duſt along the tumultuous air, 


raiſed by their furious march ; through the 
cloud glitters the ſpear and helmet; an uni- 
verſal din is every where heard, Arminius, 
and of him what leſs could be conceived ! 
haſtens to the thickeſt of the throng. The 
aſſault begins; with trees, large ſtones, 
and earth, the vigorous Germans endeavour 
to fill the trench. Againſt them the mena- 


eing Romans diſcharge a ſhower of ſtones 


and arrows; and. no ſooner is a ſcaling lad- 
der fixed, than a vaſt trunk of a tree, 
driven by the force of many men, breaks 
it, and cruſhes the bold warriour in his 
attempt. Terrible they now cloſe in fierce 
aſſault, while heaven and earth reſounds 
with the united clang of arms, animating 
ſhouts, and plaintive cries. Impatient, Raſ- 
zolf attempts an impreſſion on one ſide; 
thither to oppoſe him haſtens Afprenas : yet 


the 5 ſlingers only whet his raſh . 
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Courage, and furious he throws himſelf; into 
the trench. The Catti (generous nation, 
be your dauntleſs fidelity ever remembered, 

as a model to others) emulouſly follow; 
all other parts of the engagement now 
ſeemed ſuſpended to. what paſſed here : 

in heaps the intrepid Catti fell to ſave their 
precipitate chief, and made at the ſame 
time dire havock among the Roman auxili- 


"os brought from the borders of the tor- 


rid zone, The German ſtature, and broad 
[word fiercely wielded, ſtruck them with 
| diſmay, till driven on by Rome's bolder | 
fons. Foaming with impatient rage, Naß. 
tolf ſeiſes the trunk of a tree, and Prepares 
a ſolid machine for mounting the rampart ; 
but inceſſant ſtones, and logs, and ſpears, 
fruſtrated the bold attempt. And now al! 
around the execrable camp, the trench is 
ſtrewed with German bodies weltering | in 
their blood, affecting ſpectacle; and which, 
the Romans being ſtill alert in the defenſe, 

abated 
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abated the impetuous ardour of the firſt at- 
tack, Oh, ſhame! at ſuch a juncture, 
many tribes fought faintly, and even in 
thoſe heroick times, ſome gave ground, 
while they ſaw the hero ſerenely facing jave- 
lins and ſtones, - Yet his example animated 
not their cold breaſts, though their cowar- 


dice inflamed his. As an effort of deſpair, 


grieved at ſuch unexpected timidity, he de- 
termines alone to climb the rampart ; amidſt 


ſtones and ſpears on he advances, the faith- 


ful Thuſnelde cloſely following by his fide, 
their ſhields all their ſhelter. Yarus obſery- 
ing this aſſault relaxed, rides up, and with 
_ taunting words began to inſult the retreat- 


ing bands, improvident inſolence! a ſpear 


launched from the hand of the beautiful 
heroine, wounds him in the fide: ſtill, 
however, he conceals his pain, redoubling 
bis vociferations and menacing geſtures, 
Alas! that huge ſtone! Heaven preſerve 


the heroick couple ! the ſhattered ladder 
WA 6 


Vor, II. M "This" 
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The *Cheruſci rage at their leader's dan- 
ger, but unhurt he riſes, more ardent for 
the aſſault. His ſerenity now ſwells to in- 

dignation; he heads the renewed ſtorm, as 
if by ſuperiour valour he would force ſuc- 
ceſs. Rafiolf too rages on the rampart ; 
his Catti ſecond his rage, and all again 
flames around: thoſe who eſcape his ſword 
his active feet precipitate into the ditch. 

Thus braved he the eagles, when a force- 
ful blow brake that weapon, which on ſo 
many had beſtowed the honour” of a pa- 
triotick death, bleeding for Rame's honour ; 
with the hilt, the enraged hero gave a dar- 

ing Roman his laſt wound, and then at one 

bound, defenſeleſs, eſcapes the aſſailing 
foes; reaching the other ſide of the trench, 

There he ſnatches up a ſword, for too many 

now lay in the motionleſs hands of their 

lain owners, and wildly gazes around for 
another ſcene of action. As the wounded 
panther, when by hunters ſurrounded, ſprings 
raging from a high rock, ſo the hero, whom 
no 
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no misfortute could depreſs, leaped and 


ſtrove again to force the camp, breathing 
revenge for the loſs of his ſword, a wea- 
pon well-fitted to ſo vigorous a warriour. 


| Quintus, with a ſneer, obſerved his head - 
long temerity, and inſidiouſſy gave- orders 


to open the gate, as threatening a ſally; 


for well knew he that this would ſpirit up 
Raftalf to a more preſumptuous phrenſy, 
though therein he ſcarce ſhowed himſelf 
circumſpet. The Chief, impetuous, leads 
on his Catti, too raſh to perceive the mili- 
tary ſtratagem. Quintus retreats ; Raſlolf, 


with looks fiercely triumphant, cloſely 


preſſes on, and falls into the ſnare. 


„ Here, ſavage German,” exclaimed the 


_ queſtor, <* ſhalt thou die; and lo the gate 
inſtantly ſhuts on the Catti, who now too 
late perceived their chief's fatal temerity. 
What rage inflamed them, to know that 
their leader was in the enemy's hands! 

Fn M2 All 
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All words are below the efforts of their 
force and valour to make a breach in the 
mound, or lay open the gate; but no bra- 
ſen tubes, no rams, no petards had they to 
force their way : their whole reſource na- 
tural vigour, rarely prevalent againſt art. 
In the mean while Ra/folf, terrible as Ve- 
den, deals about his blows, and at his feet 
lays many a Roman breathleſs, emulous of 
taking him priſoner, till at laſt, an inglo- 
rious ſabre cleaving the hinder part of his 
head-piece (for no poliſhed. helmet wore 
he) his reeking blood ſtreamed on the 
ground. _ Ra/tolf,, undiſmayed, encourages 
his Catti with a ſhout; the fight continues 
with all the horrour of obſtinate conflict; 
the ground is ſtrewed with ſlain ; revenge 
inflames the courage of the living; each one 
fights, as if on himſelf alone depended the 
victory. Here, by the Ghaucian leader was 
the fierce Raftolf delivered: excellent Prince! 
in him were united the hoary head and 
vigorous 
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vigorous limb; the foreſight of age, with 
the ardour of youth : in military ſkill to 
Arminius alone inferiour ; for probity, pa- 
triotiſm, and benevolence revered, Oft 
the ſea overwhelmed wide tracts of his do- 
main, involving cattle, dwellings, corn, 
and men in the impetuous havock ; for in 
| thoſe rude times, to check the ſea by dams, 
was an art unknown. og; Fs 


Into the camp the dauntleſs Chaucian 
forces his way; the Cantabrians and Numi- 
dians give ground before their furious va- 
Jour, But too ſoon elate; the plunder of 
the camp fires their greedy ſouls: infa- 
tuated by avarice they diſperſe, and begin 
their lawleſs rapacity; when, lo! Varus 
enraged, advances, and with cloſe com- 
pacted forces, ſurrounds them] Happy now 
they who gained the gate; the reſt the Ro- 
man ſword devoured | Chiefs and common 


men alike fly the unequal combat. 
M 3 As 
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As when a thaw ſucceeds tg a rigorous 
froſt, the jcy river heaves, and with con- 
tinuous. roar burſting, huge fragments drive 
and moving in collected bulk, threaten the 
bridge, however fortified with arched ftone. 
The adventurous bargeman, amidſt the float- 
ing iſlands, meets a dreadful fate ; till at 
length the impreſſive weight, by the rapid 
ſtream impelled, bears down all oppoſition, 
and the affrighted city ſees its ruinated 
bridge tumble with reſounding craſh into 
the foaming waters : ſo the legions, with a 
ſpirit not inferior to that of thoſe who un- 
der the famed Fabii, the Camilli, or Sci- 
pios fought, now preſſed on the Chauci, no 
longer diſmayed by their hairy garb or grim 
countenance. Arminius, fearful of the 
event, firives to rally his diſordered troops; 
the beautiful Thuſrelde, | in this exigency, 
forſakes not his fide, aſſiſting his generous 
efforts to the laſt. ** Soldier ! Soldier! 
- eryed the fair warriour, face about; ſee 
Wi - 6 here 
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ec here the enemy.” Many who were fly- 
ing ſhe ſeiſed, and forced to make a ſtand. 
Stung with the reproach of female rebuke, 
they turn upon the foe, and again ruſh 
amidſt their threatening ſwords and ſpears, 
now by a frantick intrepidity, expiating their 
unmanly cowardice. | 


Thy exploits, daring Quintus, a hoſtile 
muſe, but ſenſible to worth, would fain 
commemorate; thy valour, which re- 
doubled at the proſpect of victory. By thy 
example fired, and by thee led on, the Ro- 
man cavalry broke the German foot, a 
wall of braſs, men of enormous ſize. On 
a ſignal from Arminius, Siegmund haſtens 
to him through a ſhower of javelins, his 
gorgeous figure attracting obſervation. The 
two heroes, their native intrepidity now fur- 
ther ſtimulated by ſhame and honour, perform 
great exploits, and with emulous hazard of 
their lives drive back the inſulting victors, 
WD. M4. retrieving 
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retrieving the fortune of the day. Here 
Quintus, after feats well- becoming a Ro- 
man leader, is borne away by the rapid tor- 
rent. In the tumult, the heroine's horſe 
ſtumbling over the corpſes, tripped and 
threw the beautiful rider off her guard, 
Quick as lightening, Quintus diſcharges a 
blow at her, with this inſulting taunt, 
& Frantick creature,” ſaid he, * hence 
& now, and learn to ſpin ;”>—but her po- 
liſhed ſhield received the blunted weapon. 
What indignation, however, ſwelled her 
ſnowy: boſom ! Fired at the reproach, with 
manly vigour, ſhe levels a blow at Qain- 
tus's head, crying out, Inſolent wretch, 
cc thus ſtrikes the frantick creature, a Ger- 
& man female, Periſh amidſt thy preſump- 
tion, and rejoice that by no vulgar hand 
< thou falleſt. Go tell, in the pale regions 
of death, that Thuſnelde ſent thee thither, 
«© rejoicing to revenge thy country's ſeduc- 
* tive practices on her own father.“ Furi- | 
| ous 
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| ous fell the ſtroke, but loſt on his hel- 
5 met's ſteel; with a contemptuous ſmile he 
turned round, urging his ſteed through ſhout- 
ing crouds, nor ſwords, nor clubs, nor ja- 
velins ſtop his courſe. Thuſnelde, full of 
ire, longs to follow him; when Arminius 
ſmiling, (how different the ſmile from that 
by which Quintus ſo rouzed her nice ſenſe 
of honour, a ſmile of affection and ap- 
plauſe) called out, © Let them fly ; bridges 
de ſhould be built for a flying enemy.” 
Thuſnelde obeyed. | 


Now to the hero advances Treumund, of 
approved conduct and valour. *©* Illuſtrious 
<c Prince,” ſaid he, © thou ſeeſt how im- | 
&« practicable the attempt toſtorm the camp, 

s and the number of brave men loſt in 
& fruitleſs aſſaults. Might I adviſe, I would 
6 propoſe a retreat; it is only in the open 
ce field that we can hope to vanquiſh the | 
enemy. Behold, they bid us defiance 
| „ from . 


<< 
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© from their mounds ; and with good rea- 
4 fon, for never ſhall we carry them ; 
% whereas, in open battle, the Romans 
will not be able to witbſtand us. Let 
44 us draw off, then, O leader, and with 
«© ſome precipitation ; the prætor, elated 
at our haſty retreat, will think us half- 
conquered, and to-morrow march out 
of his camp as in purſuit of us, to 
complete his glory.” Arminius com- 
mended the prudent advice, and gave Treu- 
mund all the honour of ſo ſalutary a mea- 
ſure, It was his opinion, that leaders 
ought not to ſhut their ears againſt the coun- 

cils of their inferiours, and that a ſeaſon- 
able retreat may often lead to a happier iſ- 
fue than raſh perſeverance in battle. But 
glory ever attends the true hero; his emi- 
nent talents ſhine alike at all junctures, in 
a defeat as well as in a victory. Beſides, 
a laviſh effuſion of human blood is an of- 
fenſe to the eye of heaven, and may bring 
down his almighty vengeance. 


cc 


cc 


Such 
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Such were the German chief's reflections 
on the advice now offered him; and or- 
dering a retreat, he ſaid, The ſtrength 
* of the enemy's camp has been their ſafe- 
« guard to-day; this ſucceſs will prompt 
* them to follow us, ſo that, to-morrow, 
sin the open plain, we may promiſe our- 
te ſelves ample revenge: in the mean time, 
© therefore, let the army reſt.” The or- 
der meets with a ready compliance; Ra/tolf 
alone received it with diſcontent, till the 
| hopes of another approaching action ſoothed 
his ſanguinary pride. A curſe,” cryed 
- be, © on all retreats ; but to-morrow, ſince 
«c a retreat muſt now take place, ſhall my 
* ſword be the firſt that is unſheathed, and 
« by my hand ſhall the Romans bleed firſt.” 


End of the ELEVENTH BOOK. 
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Sas appears to the hero in a Som, and 
exhorts him to revenge. Varus marches 
out of his camp. The order of Arminius 
His battle. Varus animates the Romans; 
Arminius does the ſame by the Germans. 
The engagement beginn. Siegmund at- 
tacks the Romans in flank. The battle con- 
tinues very obſtinate. Both commanders 
meeting, Varus is unhorſed by a blow, and 
the Germans in the mean time gain the 
victory. Varus prepares himſelf to renew 
| the combat; but ſecing his army defeated, 
Falls on his ſword. "The reception his ſoul 
meets with in the regions of the dead, and 
Cato's indignation at ſeeing him. Hau- 
bold alighting on the body, cuts off his head 
and carries it 10 Arminius, whe ſends 

* with it . Marbod. 
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X MIDST the caprices of fickle For- 
„ tune, flattering deity! who oft 
beclouds the faireſt calm with an over- 
whelming ſtorm, and in the height of her 
moſt pleaſing ſmiles ſuddenly averts her in- 
fatuating countenance; who, regardleſs of 
worth, ſports with the downfal of heroes; 
| Wiſdom calls aloud, and examples irnu- 
merable confirm her words, to ſecure the 
heart ſo eafily deceptible : as in a tempeſtu - 
ous ſea the ſteerman neyer quits the helm, * 
il | and 
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and with intent look views the ſails, the 
waves, and the ſky, careful to guard ci 
every danger. 


Such thoughts employed the hero's con- 
Adent mind, till his wearyed limbs requir- 
ing ſome interval of reſt, he at laſt laid 
himſelf down to ſleep, the verdant ground 7 
being his couch. The gorgeous train of 
ſhifting clouds, which had attended the 
ſetting ſun, were now overcaſt with the 
evening's deepeſt ſhades, grateful reverſe 
to exhauſted toil! With their weapons in 
their hands, the German hoſt takes its re- 
poſe; a faint ruſtling only is heard, as on 
the fluttering ocean when ſwept by the 
weſtern gales. Numbers, in convivial feſ- 
tivity, ſpend the few remaining hours; one 
prepares the repaſt, another brings forth 
luſcious mead, while ſome ſing amorous 
lays, and others boaſt of feats, and hair- 
breadth eſcapes, and look with impatience 
for 
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for the coming day. At its apptoach, the 


bards, whoſe ſanctity gave weight to their 
words, go among the tribes, and by di- 


vine intercourſe elated, in hymns exhort 
them to perform their duty, firing their 
ſouls with rapturous ideas of the glories re- 
ſerved for thoſe who fall in battle. ö 


Arminius, by important cares and toils 


exhauſted, enjoys a profound repoſe; dur- 


ing which, his father's reverend image pre- 


ſents itſelf to him. The hero, with pleaſ- 


ing amazement, cries out, “ Is it a dream, 
e and the reſult of my frequent thoughts 
« when waking ; for dear ſhall Siegmar's 
«© remembrance ever be to my ſoul? or is 
< jt the venerable hero himſelf that deigns 
« to viſit me ?” Here a torrent of tears oozes 
from his cloſed eyes, and eagerly he ſtrives 
to embrace the fleeting ſhade. Ah, 
my father,” faid he, my ever honoured 
« fire, wilt thou deny thy fon the pleaſure 

l 
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-* of one embrace, or may it not then be 
permitted?“ 
Siegmar, now changed into an airy form, 
ſmiled at the hero's dubious joy, and thus, 


with benign aſpect, beſpoke his raptured 
ſon. « Thy father yet lives, though his 
body lies mouldering in the duſt; in 
* the regions of departed heroes flou- 
6 riſhes, crowned with immortality, the 
« ample reward of virtue; for never ? 
* ſhall virtue know death ! It is by 
ce virtue alone that an everlaſting exiſt- 
« ence is to be acquired; 3 it is this that 


| &« exalts weak man to a reſemblance with 
'« the gods; it is this that reſcues our 
C names from inglorious oblivion, and in- 

| ce creaſes the luſtre of ſplendid actions; its 
e worth beſt appears when-contraſted with 
e the turpitude, with the evil of vice. 
Oh, my ſon, keep to the path, which, 
„when pointed out by me, thou madeſt 
1 f 46 thy 


* 


My ſight is enlarged: I ſee Germans 
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thy choice. Beware of indolence; Sicg- 
mar will be ſung by bards yet unborn, 
and of our exploits future Germans ſhall 
recount many a wonderous tale.- 


make Rome tremble; I ſee our deſcen- 
dants enjoying the preſent glory of Rome. 
The tears of the oppreſſed world ſhall 
be wiped away by Germany ; our mar- 
tial blood ſhall intermingle with that of 
diſtant ſovereigns ; and heroes and kings 
ſhall ariſe from our loins: Remote as 
theſe times are, truſt me, my ſon, they 
will come ; and as a pledge of theſe fu- 
ture glories, it is by us thoſe people, 
who, in the bitterneſs of oppreſſion, have 


bowed their necks to the eagles, ſhall 
be delivered. 


« Tboſs biilliagt ease t 


luxury; thoſe temples, the ſtupendous 


diſplays of art and magnificence; thoſe 
1 % ſtately 
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ſtately arches, oſtentatious monuments, 
on which the ſculptured ſtone exhibits 


nations overthrown and princes en- 


chained: theſe the victorious German 


ſhall deſtroy : the coſtly labours of years, 


the works of ſuperiour genius, the glo- 


ries of the queen of cities, the raging 
conqueror ſhall, within three days ſpace, 


reduce to a heap of ruins *: the hoary 
head ſhall bleed, graſping the altar to 


which it vainly flies, as to a ſanQuary : 
their youth ſhall be mowed down by the 
purſuing ſoldiery ; its ſucklings weltering 
in a ſecond wound about the bleeding 


mother, ſhall mingle their infant blood | 


with herz: even violated chaſtity itſelf 


„ Beſides the ſacking of Rome by the Gorhs, 


Voltaire, in the additions to his General Hiſtory, | 
tells us, that in 1527, the German troops lived 


nine months at diſcretion in Rome, and that the 
plunder amounted to above fifteen millions of 
crowns. 1 | 


« ſhall 


* 
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ce ſhall bleed: Such their unbounded rage, 


that to brutal luſt ſhall they add mur- 
ther, filling up the meaſure of horrour. 


Imperial Rome, the boaſted miſtreſs of 


nations, ſhall fall; a yoke is thrown on 
her haughty neck. Rejoice ye nations 


e your reproach js wiped away ! your 


£6 
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woes are amply avenged |! 


Of theſe laurels, Arminius, the ſeeds 


are implanted in thee; from thee ſhall 
this courſe of victories derive its ſource: 
Riſe glorious ; the advancing ſun, with 
pureſt radiancy, brings on the ever me- 
morable hour when arrogant Varus ſhall 


fall, and to ambitious Rame the firſt 


wound be given! Behold, my worthy 
offspring, the wounds I received from 


the treacherous Seggſibes's ſword, and 


baſely were they given; but the in- 


« jury his excellent daughter has reven- 


£6 


ged; ; with her own arm, the fair heroine 


"=. * checkes 
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checked her inſulting. father's rage; 
5 her. virtue atones for his guilt : ſuch 


na combat extinguiſhed every vindictive 


< thought : let no blood be ſhed on my ac- 
« count, I ſee Varus weltering in his 


$6 gore, ſhed by his own outrageous 
e hand. Awake, my god already 
& 


are Varus's enſigns in motion.” So ſay- 
ing, the prophetick viſion withdrew. Ar- 
minius truſting in the omen, alertly ſeiſed 


his weapon, and prepares for action. 


Varus, in the mean time, flattered by the 
repulſe of the aſſailing enemy, marches out 
of the camp as to certain victory. In his 
ſplendid armour, and countenance beaming 
inſolent joy, he ſtood at the gate encou- 
aging his bands with boaſtful voice: 


«© My brave ſellow-ſoldiers,” ſaid he, this 


e will be a day of great glory to us; we 


„ ſhall now bring theſe ſavages to an end: 
„ if * limbs of trees only, and ſtones, 
Sette © 3 65 we 


i 
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& we forced them to a haſty retreat, what 
© havock ſhall not your ſteel make among 
ce them? Never will they be able to abideit.” 
Amidſt the favourable dimneſs of the ſhades 
he draws up his forces ; the foreign troops 
form the wings; in the centre he poſts him- 
ſelf with the legions; in the rear march 
Libyans and Moors, inured to encounter 
thoſe fierce beaſts which haunt A/rict's arid 
waſtes, In this part alſo were Arabs and 
Lycians, contiguous their countries, but 
in manners different; with them were 
placed the ſwift-footed Grecians, and even 
the Gaul. who once ſacked Rome, now 
vanquiſhed, ſerve under her late deſpiſed 
eagles. | | 


„ Quintus, cryed the leader, “ repair 
„ with the Africans to the rear; there re- 
« main till the cohorts, making an im- 
“ preſſion on the enemy, ſhall break their 
“ ranks ; then detaching thyſelf, endeavour 

N 4 3 ce to 
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<& to flank them, with intimidating ſhouts 
& 


* 


falling on them full ſpeed. Our valour 
4 to day muſt be aſſiſted by ſtratagem. 
« This day, Romans, ſhall crown all our 
% toils, and in triumph will we return to 
e acclaiming Rome. Preſumptuous man 
deciding events from the illuſory appear- 
ances of his ſhort ſighted imagination 


On the leſt commanded Marcus; Ja- 
rus led the right. In the ſecond poſt, thou 
Tarpeius hadſt ſhone, had not hapleſs fate 
already made thee a victim to determined 
ardour ; here had thy impetuous valour 
carried havock among the foe, and dearly 
ſold that important life. Yet not with 
confidence more elate did Turnus form 
his Ru:ulians *, not more fiercely did 


Achilles, the gods, the world, fortune, and 


chance defy r, than Varus now ſurveyed 
5G See the Hneid, lib. xii, 


+ See the Il ad, lib. i. hi 
213 
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his hoſt, while eager the ſoldier whetted 
his blunted blade; the air reſounds, as 


when in the fruitful field the reapers ſharpen 


their ſickles, and with vigorous ſweeps lay 
low the ripened ſtalk “, mitigating their 
toil with ſhouts and rural feſtivity. Varus 
with pleaſure obſerves their alacrity, while 
his eyes ſparkling ſpeak confident exulta- 
tion ; for to ambition, even carnage and 
deſolation give delight. 


The ſun now reafſuming his diurnal 
courſe, wide unveils the face of nature. 


Both hoſts, with ſpirited ſhouts, hail his 


welcome beams, but ſuperior thoſe which 
iſſued from German lungs, whether of na- 
ture more ſound, or by greater eagerneſs 
of battle emitted. Ra/folf roars aloud ; at 
his well-known voice the Catii inſtant 


form. Arminius extols their ardour, and 


* In many parts abroad ſithes are uſed in 


roach | prompt 
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prompt obedience to their leader's call. 

Before Aurora illumined the eaſtern ſky, had 
ne quitted his ſhield, his iron pillow, fired 
by Thuſnelde's charms : high beat his heart, 
that the fair heroine now with him aſcends 
the craggy mount of honour; he rejoices 
in his exalted ſtation, which was further 
dignified by his virtues, and which thus 
- rendered him worthy of Thuſnelde, that 
| ſhe is a ſpeQator of his achievements ; all 
dangers he braves for Germania's freedom 
and her praiſe: Oh, the force of praiſe 
from the fair we love! The like ſen- 
_ timents glow in Thuſnelde's breaſt, and her 
firey ſteed neighing, defies the foe, as ſen- 
ſible of the glory which awaited the ie 
Amazon, 


Never, thought Arminius, does human 
nature appear in ſuch luſtre, never do 
nobler paſſions ſwell the heart, nor a more 
generous joy ſuffuſe the hero's checks, than 


when 
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when the happy conqueror holds in his 
gracious hand the fate of nations, than when 
vidory leads the van, when monarchies 
riſe and fall at his command, and when 
reſcued tribes hail him their dehverer, 
Such were the thoughts which employed 
the German chief, who now with trium- 
phant mien, the reſult of deep meditation, 
puts himſelf at the head of his rejoicing 
bands; their cheerfulneſs dilates his boſom, 
his courage ſwells to pride, a noble pride, 
that by his arm Germania ſhall. be freed, 
and the carcaſſes of her oppreſſors ſtrew 
the ground they had ravaged. 5 


The eagles now appear in view. At 
the ſight of them Arminius, with folded 
hands, thanks the bounteous gods, that at 
length he ſees the accompliſhment of his 
wiſh; a wiſh moſt generous that the Ro- 
mans, throwing off their uſual timidity, 
had been tempted to quit their camp, and 


I riſk 
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riſæ an action in the open field. Of the 
pompous prætorian ſeat he makes an inſult- 
ing fire; that ſeat where infernal furies roar 
from venal throats, where. iniquity feaſts 
on the tears of innocence, where gold per- 
verts judgement, and where even Arminius 
"himſelf had often prolonged his proceſſes, 
and fomented diſſentions, amuſing the Præ . 
tor with fictitious complaints againſt thoſe 
very princes with whom he now was 
leagued in this glorious enterpriſe, which 
arriving at its criſis, 


ce 0. r heaven, cryed he, 
& bring not on darkneſs till thoſe rapaci- 
„ cous invaders fall beneath our juſt re- 
s ſentment : Raſolf, haſten with thy corps 
$* to yonder valley, as it was much thinned 


© in yeſterday's action, reinforce them with = 


„thy party. Thou, generous Siegmund, 
take poſt under this hill ; and ſhould Ja- 
i rus | Attgmpy to gain our flank, prevent 

| ce him; 
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e him; if it can be done, thou wilt do it: it 
« is in conſideration of its vaſt importance, 

« that I commit it to thee. Edmund, do 
thou, with the body-guard, poſt thyſelf 
& in the centre till our ranks be broken, 
<< or the enemy gains ſome other advantage 
&« over us; in either of theſe caſes, order 
<« thy men each to thruſt a ſpear through 
his ſhield, and let every band form in 
«© a compact wedge * : thus ſhall we break 
** their formal array, the depth of their co- 


« horts is no fenſe againſt our pointed 
* battle.” 


A 
A 


Their infantry was divided into ſeveral 
bodies, of which the middle formed a triangle, 
by them called a wedge; with the point of 
which they always endeavoured to make an 
impreſſion on the enemy, and throw them into 
diſorder: accordingly, inſtances are not want- 
ing of the Germans penetrating to the very 
centre of the Roman army, where they plun- 
dered the bagoage, and brought off the eagles, 


Barre, vol. i. p. 15. | 
| 4 | Theſe 
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| Theſe orders being eren the whole ar- 
my ſoon ſet itſelf in motion; the active 
general mingling in the ranks, and direct- 
ing their ſeveral evolutions. Treumund ap- 
plauds the diſpoſition; Raffolf himſelf forms 
the Catti, and through the whole corps dif- 
fuſes his martial ardour. As the ſturdy 
oak, which has long withſtood the edged 
axe, yields to the driven wedge; ſo the *. | 
man bands, after all their boaſted vigour in 
war, their hardineſs and valour, ſhall ſplit 
into ſcattered ſhivers at the impreſſion of 
the German battle. 


Both hoſts now advance in cloſe batta- 
lia, and eager for action. At the head of 
each ſhines its chief, by port and words 
inſpiring confidence and a thirſt of fame. 
Varus ſeeing the German wedge, ſaid, not 
witho. t ſome confuſion, ** Marcus, who 
1 would have — of ſuch a diſpoſi- 
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© tion in barbatians? [How Ralls their 
% march! This, Oy is a 1 of 
0 he invention.” 


A ſmothered ſigh eſcaped his breaſt; 
under all his martial pomp, his heart flut- 
tered with ſentiments widely different from 
thoſe his bold mien made ſhow of. As 
an expert gladiator, deſpiling, his adverſary, 
with haughty geſture brandiſhes his blade, 
and fiercely begins the aſſault; but what 


diſmay ſeiſes him, when by the other's 
{kill he finds himſelf overmatched. 


Varus now addreſſes the Roman bands, 
and from his expanded front, deceitful ap- 
pearance ! and his ſplendid attire, veſted 
in the flowing purple robe, his words de- 
rived force. My brave warriours,” ſaid 
he, on whom Rome at this inſtant re- 
« lies for the extenſion of her dominiors, 


= and well have you anſw ered her confi- 
7 „ dence; 
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c dence; ſee the inſolence and temerity of 
<< thoſe ſavages ; you beat them but yeſter- 
« day, yet to-day they ſet you at defiance ! 
e It is not by raſhneſs that victories are 
* gained; perhaps they rely on their enor- 
© mous ſtature; but it is not bulk, nor a 
“ orim countenance, that conſtitutes the | 


% hero. Do we not bear thoſe weapons 
„ which are the dread of all nations? thoſe 
arms to which Rome owes her eminent 
(C conqueſts ? And what ſtand can rude _ 
«© and naked Germans make againſt them 2 

„ Charge them home; once broke they 
ec never rally: neither in weapons nor in 
& diſcipline are they a match for us. To 
& value your own lives leſs than that of 
t“ your enemy, is the ſure way to overcome. 
Charge them home, chaſtiſe their pre - 


„ ſumption, drive them again into their 


% gloomy foreſts; ſo ſhall the traitor Ar. 
& minius's rich country be our own. This 


« very 


A 
** 
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very people ſhall yet bleſs us; yet ve- 
nerate the Roman ſword; our cuſtoms, 
our manners, and our laws ſhall be 


adopted by the Germans without com- 


pulſion. This victory ſecured, Roman 
faſhions will be made theirs; a ready 
compliance attends on the prevailing 


ſword. The diſtinguiſhed happineſs of 


a people, ſubjected to our ſway, is an 
allurement to others; and it is only un- 
der us that thoſe arts and manners are to 


be acquired which ſupport a ſtate. Tg. 


norance and rudeneſs fly at the appear- 


ance of Romans; by our inſtructions 


only are nations taught to attain their . 
true greatneſs. . Further, this victory, 


my brave fellow-ſoldiers, is of the greater 


importance, as it will put a final end to 
the war ; then ſhall our axes and eagles 


ſtill glitter in their ſacred groves ; how- 
ever, with wild howls, they deplore the 


“violation. Charge them home, march- 
STS. YG AO. > os 
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« ing up to them with firm ſteps, and in 


4 thickened ranks will you bear down their 


« undiſciplined rout ; for, be aſſured, that 


« to have beaten an enemy once, is a 
4 great ſtep towards beating him a ſecond 
time. As for that wedge, let it not 


& diſcourage you; it is no more than a 


« wretched device of barbarians. Have we 
46 not broke the renowned Macedonian pha- 
c Janx; have we not demoliſhed moving 
« towers, and put to flight thoſe hideous 
<« monſters called elephants, with their gar- 
« riſoned caſtles on their backs? 


_  Haſting chen to the Africans, he inflames 
| their natural thirſt of blood with mock- 


day's action, not ſurpaſſed even by the Ro- 


mans. **Your complexion and fierce look,” 


faid be, © will alſo frighten the Germans.” 


Grimly they ſmiled complacence to his 

orders, and horrid rage now diſtorted their 

wild features. * countenance of the 
6 . 27 | you 


praiſes ; how bravely they behaved in yeſter- 
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ſeveral corps fill his breaſt with confident 
1 of 1 s hi gheſt favours, 


Arminius, ever intent on preſerving the 


dignity of his character, never ſuffered his 


keen looks to flaſh with pride; his aſpect, 
as well as his deportment, being ever ſe- 
rene. From his left filed off Treumund, to 
occupy the poſt aſſigned him; and even the 
fierce Raſtolf now begins to admire the pe- 
netration and foreſight of the chief. No 
advantage, however ſmall, eſcapes the ſa- 
gacious hero's eye, and with equal celerity 


he ſeiſes it, glad to forward victory; for 


oft, by a timely attention to ſome minute 
circumſtance in the beginning, is the ſcale 
of battle turned. 


* My brothers,” ſaid Arminius, I con- 
“ pratulate you on the enemy's raſhneſs; 
« at length here's ſcope for our long re- 
ha Rrained engeance, reſtrained only by 

8 O 2 « inſu- 
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„ inſuperable vba; trenches and mounds. 
« Oh, joyful day! Behold, the rapacious 
© oppreſſours ſhow themſelves in open 
„ view; no fortified camp now ſhields 
ce them from our juſt rage. See there are 
«© they who came like avaricious tax- 
c gatherers to drain you, they who took 
06 away your cattle, the ſole wealth of Ger- 
« man poverty, they who forced your 
« princes to ſaddle you with impoſts, that 
< the produce might become theirs. In- 
0 deed, brothers, little honour can redound 
a, to us from the victory! Thrice have 


e they invaded us, and thrice have ye 
cc drove them back: : this day's work muſt 


d be totally to exterminate them! How 
« fine their armour ! How gorgeous their 
« apparel | But what avail ornaments 
. againſt courage ! Marſians, behold, theſe. 
4% are they who threaten you with bondage. 
cc See their golden armour glittering; does 
7 it not mightily terrify vou? How the 
C daunt- 
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dauntleſs Chauci laugh ! Laugh, ye noble 
warriours, and with your broad ſwords 
humble the tyrants of the earth. Fight, 
kill, purſue, while any ſtrength is left 
ye to handle a weapon, and as long 
as your horſes, drenched in blood and 
foam, can carry you! Ye Friſi and 


Saxons, maintain the ancient fame of your 
martial tribes. Follow them, my faith - 


ful Cheruſci, and ye Catti, only ſhow your- 


ſelves worthy of ſuch a leader. Though 
to drive an enemy, enervated by luxu- 
ry, be no arduous exploit, yet ſhall their 
blazing camp proclaim our victory. 
Raſtalf, obſerve that eagle which ſhines 


„ ſo pompoully, ſet it up after the battle 


cc 


- aq 


„ 


in the ſacred grove ! To him that brings 
me Varus's head ſhall our bards compoſe 
their ſongs ; his name ſhall be repeated 
at the warriour's banquet. But oh, Sieg- 


* mar, oh, venerable father, oh, that thou 
couldſt be preſent this day to ſee thy ſon 


"WJ « ob- 
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friendſhip kindles valour into rage : 
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«« obſervant of thy commands; to ſee the 
<« effes of thy virtues and counſels ; the 
« Germans with joy ruſhing to battle, and 
<« to the freedom of their country ſacri- 
« ficing her opens invaders.” 


Thus ſpoke the prudent 1 and 
the whole rejoicing army replyed with 
ſhouts and the clang of arms. The firey, too 
eager in their motions, he reſtrains, with 
a ſingle word checking the confuſion ; but 
ſtill fomenting the ardour of the brave with 
ſmiles and blandiſhments. The warriours 
of all ranks, as well friend as foe, flame 
with hopes of victory, and determined va- 
Jour, while the air rings with ſhouts of de- 
fiance; all nature trembles around. And : 


now the miſſile weapons, with equal fury 
launched, hiſs along, darkening the air, 
War clothes itſelf in its moſt bloody hor- 


rours. Groans on all parts ariſe ; ou 


— : 
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; ſword, the club, the fling, the javelin, the 
dart, ſpread wide the Carnage, | 


Had nature endowed me with a celeſtial 
voice, yet would my Jays but faintly re- 
| preſent the groupe of deities now all fer- 
vid in deſtruction; there venomous Di/- 
cord feeds the flame; here Bellona rages, to 
her remiſs the fight : Morbena herſelf, from 
the Tartarean abyſs ſhot forth, mingles in 
the fray with all her terrours ; Morbona, at 
whoſe appearance hardy Germania trembles. 
From their retreats at her call ſally from 
mountains and deſerts the fierce inhabitants | 
| ſouth and north ſhe inflames, and the polar 
circles are ſummoned by her to battle. Here 
alſo Mars bends his bow, and inflames the 
conteſt ; while Phebus, moved at the de- 
pravation of man, naturally worthy of the 
gods, admiring ſurveys the excellence of 
creation, and then turns afide his commi- 
ſerating countenance, ſhocked at ſuch a 
| "WS ſcene 
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ſcene of ſlaughter ; and inſtead of his chear- 
ing beams, ſends down on the ſounding 
earth impetuous rain mingled with ice *. 
The Romans, born in ſofter climes, are 


Joon benumbed by the humid cold; the 


African and Hfratick ſhivers, while the hardy 
Germans retain all their activity, and re- 
Joie at the favourable RA 


The action ſpreads; warriours, born in 


diſtant climes, here meet to fall by each 


other's hand: Thuſnelde, burning for glory, 


* 


and reſolved to ſeiſe an eagle, ruſhes amidſt 


'* Here heaven itſelf ſeemed to give him 


(Varun) into the hands of his enemies; fora 
heavy rain coming on, made the ground ſo 


ſlippery and ſoft,” that the Romans could hard- 
ly keep upon their feet, much leſs advance, 


ius, vol. i. lib. 3. p. 78. F 26. 


and at the ſame time a violent wind rendered 


their ſpears and arrows of little uſe. Ma ſco- 


javelins 
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javelins and ſwords, while from her fair 
hand, for gentler uſes formed, ſhe deals 
around fatal ſtrokes, at once the paragon 
of beauty, and the miniſter of death. The 
hero enraptured, beholds his bride ſurpaſs- 
ing himſelf in ardour, though from his ac- 
tive arm many a Roman receives his laſt 
wound. Varus, in whoſe ſoul the doubt- 
ful battle now raiſed a tempeſt of ire, ſhame, 
and honour, collecting in his ſwolen breaſt 
nis laſt effort of courage, thus thunders 
through his legions. cc My brave Romans,” | 
cryed he, remember Cæſar ! Remember 
« Rome, and the univerſe! Its eyes are on 
you; follow me.” He ſpoke, and with 
dauntleſs fury charging, broke the compact 
ranks, and checks even Ra/iclf's wild ca- 
reer. Here feats of renown were performed 3 
Germans and Romans weltering in. mingled | 
| blood: theſe, glory and their golden eagles 
ſtimulate; thoſe freedom, the beſt of motives, 
; urges 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
i 
| 
; 
| 
| 
| 
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urges to death or victory. Every prirate 
ſoldier thinks his country's fate depends on 
bis own arm, and that in the foe who falls 
by his hand, falls the moſt formidable of 


In the mean time, whilſt from the cen - 
tre in ſtreams was blended the blood of va - 
rious nations, to each other unknown, each 
commander ftraining every nerve to ſecure 
the doubtful victory, and each prevailing 
where he leads, Quintus, with rapid march, 
brings up the Mauritanian bands, eager to 
put an. end to the obſtinate conflict; but 
theſe Siegmund had watched with careful eye, 
and flanking them in cloſe fight, ſoon breaks 
their looſe array, and ſtrews the ground with 
their ſwarthy carcaſſes. Their envenomed 
weapons, in the confuſion, annoying them- 
ſelves, many of them die by ſlight wounds : 
their ruthleſs aſpect added to the apparent 
Horrours of war. They ſhrink before the 
TR golden 
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golden locked Germans, though not without 
a reſiſtance becoming their appearance and 
their brave leader's example. While mar- 
tial worth holds a due eſteem, Stegmund's 
exploits among the Africans, on this deci- 
ſive day, ſhall be ſung by the tented field, 
and inſpire the like ardour againſt Germa- 
nia's foes, | * 


| Raflelf had now gained the eminence 
where the Catti hewed their way through 
Marcus's oppoſing bands, and their leader 
alſo the fierce German wounds, At this the 
Roman, throwing away his ſhield, graſps the 
eagle's ſtaff, more concerned for that than 
his life: Furious and breathing ſlaughter 
they cloſe; the firm cohorts maintain their 
ground; promiſcuouſly with Romans Ger- 
mans fall, and in numbers the difference 
not great. Marcus, brandiſhing the eagle, 
is ſeen in the thickeſt tumult : Romans, 
cries he, never ſhall ye ſee Marcus fly; 
N | 5 only 
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* only ſhow yourſelves Romans.” While, 
with impaſſioned looks, he thus animates 
his men, an enormous wound ſtopped his 
ſpeech, and through the wide aperture 
guſhed the vital gore. The generous Sce- 
va, grateful for favours received, in the 
midſt of danger haſtens to ſupport him; 
but a blow from Raſtolf*s ſword ſevers his 
hand from the wriſt. Shivering it lies on 
the ground, and before he could perceive 
the loſs, by a ſecond ſtroke from the ſame 
vigorous arm, his head is cleft, and he falls 
upon his beloved patron. Ne Beer 


Tidings of theſe things are carryed to the 
Prætor, who flies enraged to revenge his 
brave quæſtor; Thuſnclde obſerving him, 
increaſed his rage, his pride being inflamed 
at an attack from a female hand. Aruns 
perceiving the heroine engaged, forſook his 
conſecrated trumpery, and affecting a glory 
foreign to his ſtation, arms and throws 

1 himſelf 
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- himſelf into the hotteſt fray. But oh, diſ- 
grace | the ambitious prieſt dies by a female 
hand. The ſteel with which he had lain fo 
many uſeful cattle and bleating ſheep now 
pierces his own ruthleſs breaſt, and in his 
boſom he feels the victims pangs; while, like 
* theirs, his blood the porous earth imbibes; 
the earth his peaceful ſepulchre had he died 
as a prieſt ; but now him, who boaſted an 
_ Intercourſe with the gods, who vaunted him- 
ſelf for the depoſitory of heaven's ſecrets, 
him ſhall the ravenous fowls conſume. His 
_ obſequies no. weeping relations, no hired 
mourners ſhall now ſee performed, fallen 
by Thuſnelde's ſlaughtering hand. Mutius 
alſo retreating, receives his doom; fitter 
he in peaceful receſſes to ſtrike the amo- 
rous lyre, or the ſocial bowl to circulate, 


than wield deſtructive weapons in the tu- 
multuous field! 1 


Quintus now r ſeating for Varus and the en- 
bens, haſtens to his aſſiſtance ; he comes 
1 a victim 
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a victim worthy of Arminius's ſword; and 
with firm accent thus accofts him. Ar- 
« minius, it is thou alone canſt wreſt the 
victory from my hands, but not while 


« life informs this frame; nor will even 


« death from thy weapon ſtain thoſe Jau- 
«© rels which I have elſewhere acquired.“ 
This magnanimity affected the hero's 
heart z victory at firſt hung dubious over 
the fierce combat, and both fought as thoſe 
ſhould fight on whoſe proweſs depends free- 


dom and military fame. Oft echoed their 


well-tempered ſhields with their ſwords, oft 
reſounded their armoi with the vigorous 


blows, till a wound in the breaſt unhorſed 


Quintus, and falling, he expires 3 as a hero 
| he expired, both in looks and graceful at- 
titude: pityed by Arminius he fell, though 


not without a ſecret pleaſure that his moſt 
redoubted foe was now no more; he who 


himſelf almoſt withheld a victory of ſuch 


importance to Germany, Jara perceives 


his 


= 


= 
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kis laſs, and as a worthy victim to his noble 
manes, aims a fatal Rroke at Thuſnelde. 


JV. Wi forbear ! 100 haſty is thy. in- 


glorious ſhout! Behold, impending re- 


venge at hand! Tremble, oppreſſive Præ- 
tor! See the blaze of Arminius's vindictive 
blade; from his arm, from the vengeance 


due to his beloved fair, no eagle will be able 
to ſhield thee. The Roman chief ſhelters 


bimſelf among his broken bands, while ras 
pid as the fleſhed falcon, Arminius darts to- 
wards his prey : both hoſts ſuſpend their rage, 


and ſtand aghaſt at the important combat. 
Varus faces his foe, their arms clatter, their 


ſhields reſound ; ſtroke follows ſtroke with 
inceflant gleam : the one Rome and Ceſar 
animate to glorious efforts; the other ſees 
in the Prætor the tyrant of his country. 
One fights for reward, the other is the 


champion of mankind; one has a gaudy 


triumph in view, the other remembers Sieg- 


mar 3 
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mar's death. Different their motives, yet 
actuated by equal fury, and ſummoning 
to their aid all the powers of ſtrength and 
ſkill; but to neither can ſtrength and ſkill 


turn the equal balance: ſtrength faints, and 
the dimmed fight bewilders all ſkill. | 


At length Deſtiny pronounces her de- 
cree; the long ſuſpended balance inclines 
to one ſide, the ſcene of war is to be 
finally cloſed by Varus's blood; he the deſ- 
tined victim to terminate the deſolations of 
the innocent, and unnatural to be his fall; 
for by his own furious hand he falls! Even 
already, in his diſtracted mind, he feels the 


fatal decree; with ideal terrour he ſees Armi- 


_ nius's gleaming blade pointed at his breaſt. 
Had the German hero obſerved the diſmay 
which ſhook the agonizing Roman chief, 
now had Horus fallen, and not inglorious 
bis fall, of baſe ſuicide guiltleſs. But while 
in frantick ſpeech he roars, and wildly 
"EO brandiſhes 
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| brandiſhes his ſword, an impetuous ſtroke 
on his adverſary's ſhield breaks the blade, 
More ſucceſsful that of Arminius ; on the en- | 
ſanguined field falls the ſupport of thoſe arms 

by which Cæſar's ſceptre was to be ex- 
| tended over Germany, a conqueſt often at- 
tempted, but as often baffled, 


An univerſal rage now fired the Roman 
bands; with one voice they ſhout, 4+ Let 


us die rather than yield to ſavages !“ 


Arminius ſmiles at their impotent fury, 
| ſuch ferment being always eaſily quelled ; 

and ſoon their vengeful efforts abate be- 
neath the ſtrokes of German vigour. Mul- 
titudes fell by the devouring ſword, till at 
: length Arminius, moved by their miſplaced 
ardour, and ſeeing that victory inclined to 
his fide, gave orders to ſpare the ſoldiery, 
and uſe their weapons only againſt their 
ambitious leaders, Here, Germany, indig- 
nation at thy unmerited woes, ſtifled the 
5 3 of ſentiment to thy ſons conge- 
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nmial, and inflamed them to a heutal viola- 
tion of the dead: many, with deteſtation I 
xelate it, tore out the tongues of the ex- 
piring Romans, and holding them up, with 
.contemptuous taunt, inſulted over them, 
Saying, © Hifs, thou adder's tongue, hiſs! 
„% What now, mute! Is it n. all over 
with thee * E 


_—” riſing, ſees his army broken ; he 
Fees it with more tumultuous paſſions than 
at the ſenſe of deſtined death. Tears of de- 
ſpair ruſh 3 in a torrent down his face, with 
duſt and blood beſmeared. Tbe dread of 
imperial wrath and diſappointed pride now 
Juggeſt to bim the fatal reſource of death : 
their direful impulſe prevails; ; he thruſts his 
broken ſword into his entrails, with ſuch 
violence, that not one groan beſpoke the 
ſeparation of his ſoul. His intruſive ſhade 
now mingles in the manſions of the dead, 
arith venerable ghoſts, who all ſhun his ap- 


-proach, They WPF: his e e guilt, 


GERMANIA FREED. 477 
or defpiſe his fooliſh: afr6garce, who, formed 


only a brawling pleader, and his chief ex- 
cellence lieing i in his tongue, had the vanity 


thus | to affect the hero. 


Goddess, to mie: the ſpeech of mute 
ſhades is Khon, geign further to aid me : 
in the concluſion of my ſong; inform me 
how the virtuous Cato reproached Varus 
vaunting his ſuicide; how Siegmar's il> 
luſtrious ſhade reproaches, as puſillanimity, 


| a deed by which, to his infatuated mind, 
he had promiſed the higheſt encomiums. 


Teach us, that the grave affords no reſt to 


vice, and that puniſhment, however flow, 
at length inflias on it her en gripe. 


Varus, hi fuck an ede rebuff, 
for no mean conceit entertained be ef his 
deſerts, and in his laſt ftroke had placed 
the height of heroiſm, makes up to pen- 
five Cato, who ſhunned kim not, as fil 
 muſing on the incomprehenſibleneſs of im- 

P 2 8 mortality, 
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mortality, while againſt Czſar's ghoſt, whom 
on earth, as the tyrant of his country, he 
had oppoſed, and to his pardon. preferted 
a violent death, he ſtill exclalms, even in 
manſions where freedom, and its oppoſite, 
ambition, are on a level, as the uſurper of 
Rome. Caſſius ſtood near him; but his 
moſt beloved affociate Brutus, him he 


eſteemed the model of virtue and the laſt 
of Romans. 


&« If for liberty thou didf die,” faid he, 
(addrefling himſelf to Yarus) thrice wel- 

« come; 3 for here only are true Romans 
| ** ſafe, Theſe are the bleſt abodes of li- 
& berty ; here all is tranquil and benign; 
no injurious plans of ſuperiority, Who 
© with a true Roman ſpirit would not pe- 
4 riſh, rather than ſubmit to Ceſar ? Who 
*. would not change the enſlaved world 
* for the reſidence of ſecure freedom? But 
the croud of affrigbted ghoſts which 
e follow thee, ſpeak thee a hiteling of Cæ- 


'$ 1 5 jar, 
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9 far, ah no true Roma It was de- 
4 ſpair that painted the ſteel to thy breaſt : : 
| cc wretch, if thou haſt acted like Cato, it : 
cc was not on the ſame noble motive. For 
<« wett thou a Cato when living? And was 
c not thy death the effect of diſtreſs ? Didſt 
e thou devote thyſelf to the gods? or was 
c it the ſentence of an irritated people? 
% From virtue eſtranged, not one good 
6“ action marks thy life, except dieing like 
« a Roman; and claimeſt thou, for a com- 
„ pulſive death, the rewards of virtue ? 
With me expired liberty, and my coun- 
&« try. O Rome! are ſuch as theſe thy 
& favoured citizens! In happy hour did 
% J leave thee. Avaunt, thou venal ſlave 
<< to an uſurper : be gone; herd with proud 
% Cz/ar's ſhade, that monſter whom the 
„gods produced as a ſcourge to 8282 wy 
66 gate Rome. 


« Juſt heavens,” cryed Siegmar, © I 
<< thank ye] This was my wiſh ; the ſtain 
« of thy . blood had diſgraced Ar- 


2 minius 2 


u ee 
1 +a 8 noble N fuch as as thee beft 


46 fall by their own hands. Now, greedy 


6 oppreſſor, glut thyſelf with plunder ; fum- 
« mon trembling nations to thy detcſted 
« tribunal ; ſel] thy decrees | or rather | fear 
er the outrages of injured ſhades, and ſeek 
0 concealment where thou mayeſt not hear 
50 thy puſillanimous death reviled.” So fell 
the haughty Roman; and had he not been 
freedom's foe, immortal hymns of praiſe 
had he merited. Nor treiith nor mound 
now obſtruct the viaor's rapid cdurſe; over 
barriers of Roman corpſes to the camp they 
ſpeed. The dauntleſs Aprenas alone op- 
poſes the purſiit, and with ks Meble 

ſword | many a ſhoitiog victor ſtopped in his 
furious career. Caditins alſo, another Re- 
man, and worthy of the name ih i its con- 
ſular glory, breaks through the gigaitick 
Catti ; the fierte Raff himſelf; in vain 
checks his retreat: The eagles; the dread 
of nations, and Rome's hallowed pride, no 
Fi ro © more 
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more ſhow themſelves erect. Two' by ad- 
venturous Germans were ſeiſed, a third, the 
ſtandard- bearer, trembling, thruſts into the 
muddy moraſs. 


The intrepid Haubald 3 Varus's 
tragick end, ſevers bis head from his con- 
vulſive body, and haſtening with it to the 
German bero, with reſpectful exultation 
thus addreſſes him: “ Here behold, my 
« Prince, the head of our country's oppreſ- 
« i The rich helmet was made his 
reward. Edmund arriving at that inſtant, 
to congratulate the hero on his ſucceſs, 
% This head,” ſaid Arminius, * ſhalt thou 
e carry to Marbod; the motive for the 
C preſent I leave to his own conſideration,” 
Edmund, with joyful ſpeed, haſtens to the 
Marcomannic court with the happy. token 
of Germania's glory, to them a keen re- 
. proach. 


Thus was freedom e by the 15 
ro's arms, and to the immortal honour of 
Germany, 
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Hurd! 
Germany, the welfare of ſinking nations 
reſtored. The preſumptuous eagles had 


long threatened the northern climes, but this 
_ glorious day confined them within'the limits 


'of the Rhine. The bravery of the deed 


ſpread terrour through imperial Rome her- 
ſelf, and even Auguſtus trembled at every 


| noiſe, his fear interpreting it to be occa- 


ſioned by the ſavages. Sacrifices innumer- 
able bleed, clouds of incenſe aſcend the 
ſkies, and the temples are crouded, the re- 


ſource of ſuperſtitious horrour. Thus at 


length Germania ſaw all the Roman tro- 


phies overthrown, and ſucceeding years 
" ſhowed her brave ſons deſtroying the im- 


perious city with fire and ſword. Ye po- 


tentates, learn hence to beware of ambi- 
tion; let the fate of Rome be a warning 
to your pride; Germany ſtill breeds Arminii 


enough: to avenge her wrongs. 
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